
Is This Legal? 





1.  What is legalism? 

2.  What are the different forms of legalism? 

3.  Legalism vs. holiness 



“Jesus is the only way to God, but we are not the 
only way to Jesus. This world doesn’t need my tie, 
my hoodie, my denomination or my interpretation 

of the Bible. They just need Jesus.” 
 

Casting Crowns 



“We can be passionate about what we believe, but 
we can’t strap ourselves to the Gospel, because we 

are slowing it down. Jesus is going to save the 
world, but maybe the best thing we can do is just 

get out of the way.” 
 

Casting Crowns 



Different Forms of Legalism 

1.  Scripture literally 

2.  Variety of interpretations of scripture 

3.  Handed down tradition 





You shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet. 
 



“But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he 
appeared again in the temple courts, where all the 
people gathered around him, and he sat down to 

teach them. The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.” 

 
John 8:1-11 



“They made her stand before the group and said  
to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the  
act of adultery. In the Law, Moses commanded us  

to stone such women. Now what do you say?’” 
 

John 8:1-11 



“They were using this question as a trap, in order  
to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent 

down and started to write on the ground with his  
finger. When they kept on questioning him, he  

straightened up and said to them,” 
 

John 8:1-11 



“‘Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to 
throw a stone at her.’ Again he stooped down and wrote 

on the ground. At this, those who heard began to go 
away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus 

was left, with the woman still standing there.” 
 

John 8:1-11 



“Jesus straightened up and asked her, ‘Woman, 
where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No 
one, sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither do I condemn you,’ 
Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’” 

 
John 8:1-11 







With the essentials, we have unity; 

with the non-essentials, we have liberty; 

with all things, we show love. 


