
 

Week 6:  Materialism  
 
These questions have been designed with an emphasis on applying the 
Scripture passage and the message. You do not need to cover all the 
questions – choose at least one question from each section, and if time runs 
out, jump straight to the Apply section.  
 
The “Big Idea” is a tool or compass to help the leader guide the group to 
the heart of the message and remain on topic during discussion.  
 
Prayer practices are designed for leaders to tweak according to the 
dynamics of their group. Ask God to give you wisdom and guidance to 
discern what will work for your group. 
 
Big Idea 
 
The Church (we Christ followers) has a double calling: on the one hand to 
live in the world, and on the other not to conform to it.  “In but not of” is a 
phrase that has often been used to describe how we live in this world.  We 
are to be “in the world” in the sense that we are immersed or involved in 
the human experience. We are “not of the world” in the sense that we are 
of another world or origin.  We are part of the world but relate to it as 
ambassadors of another place, namely heaven…or God’s Kingdom.   
 
This weekend’s message on Materialism is a challenge to see and use the 
materiality of this world for the greater purposes and priorities of God.  The 
material world can be enjoyed, but essentially is a means, not an end.  
 
Check-In 
 
Was there a moment in the past week where “narcissism” came to mind?   
If so, how? 
  



 

Discuss 
 
Read Matthew 6:19, and Luke 12:15.  
 

1. On the basis of the two verses, how would you define 
“materialism”?  

 
2. Again, with the above verses in mind, what is this human 
experience about?  Is there any further wisdom to be gained in the 
verses following verse 19 of Matthew 6?  See if there are some clues 
in these verses.   

 
3.  There is a term called “Holy Worldliness”. What do you think this 
term means? Go back and reference the Big Idea.  

 
4.  Pastor Brian stated in his sermon that, “Idolatry is forsaking the 
way of love that Jesus prescribes, for the love of things.   Loving God 
and loving others is truly what life is all about. Love is the meaning 
and the method of a life that works.”  What does love have to do with 
material things?  

 
Apply 
 
1.  Is there one aspect of your “material” world that you could approach 
differently, because of this week’s message?   Words like “worry”, “covet”, 
or “preoccupation” may be helpful.   
 
2.  Is there something that you have, that is getting very little use, that may 
be more useful for someone else? Would you consider passing it on?  
 
3.  As a group, how might you be a blessing to a person or family this 
Christmas?  
  



 

Prayer Practice 
 
As a group, let’s each of us share one sentence prayers that acknowledge 
God’s practical provision in our lives.  Just simple prayers of thankfulness 
for the provision of things needed.  
 
Then, as a group, let’s each of us share one sentence prayers that 
acknowledge the needs of others.  Pray for the meeting of that need. 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
We’d love to hear your feedback about our Discussion Questions.  
Email dq@thebridgemarkham.com. 


