
Am I a racist? 



1. Race is a modern idea 

2. Race has no genetic basis 

3. Race is a social construct 

4. Racism is real 

5. Racism is learned 



An ETHNIC group or ETHNICITY is a  

population group whose members 

identify with each other on the  

basis of common nationality  

or shared cultural traditions. 



The term RACE refers to the concept  

of dividing people into populations  

or groups on the basis of various  

sets of physical characteristics. 



“No one is born hating another person because of the 

colour of his skin, or his background, or his religion.  

People must learn to hate and if they can learn to hate, 

they can be taught to love, for love comes more 

naturally to the human heart than its opposite.”  
 

Nelson Mandela 



Racism is primarily a sin 
issue rather than a skin issue. 



STEREOTYPES > PREJUDICES > RACISM 



Racial reconciliation is at  
the heart of the Gospel. 



We are all equality created and loved by God. 



Can Christians be racists or bigots? 



“Then Peter opened his mouth and said:  

‘In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.  

But in every nation whoever fears Him and 

works righteousness is accepted by Him.’”  

 

Acts 10:34-35 



“Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the 

royal law as found in the Scriptures: ‘Love  

your neighbor as yourself.’ But if you favour some 

people over others, you are committing a sin.” 

 

James 2:8-9 



The Spectrum of Racism 

1. Racist 

2. Bigot 

3. Avoider 

4. Insensitive 

5. Apathetic 

6. Sensitive 

7. Reconciler 



“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.”  

 
Matthew 5:9 



Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 



Oh divine Master, grant that I may  

not so much seek to be consoled as  

to console, to be understood as to  

understand, to be loved as to love. 

 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 



For it is in giving that we receive,  

it is in pardoning that we are  

pardoned, and it is in dying that  

we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 



Four reasons why God hates prejudice 

1.  Racial prejudice questions God’s creation. 

2.  Racial prejudice is a serious sin because it 
produces hatred, division and murder. 



Four reasons why God hates prejudice 

3. Racial prejudice disobeys the Great 
Commandment. 
 
4. Racial prejudice attempts to thwart God’s ultimate 
purpose of reconciling the whole world/creation to 
Himself. 



Four steps to racial reconciliation 

1.  Look 

2.  Listen 

3.  Learn 

4.  Love 



“The Lord does not look at the things  

man looks at. Man looks at the outward  

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

 

1 Samuel 16:7 



“Love is the only force capable of 

transforming an enemy to a friend.”  

 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  



“The first question the priest and Levite asked 

was, ‘If I stop to help this man, what will happen  

to me?’ But the Good Samaritan reversed  

the question: ‘If I do not stop and help this  

man, what will happen to him?’” 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 



“The God who made the world and everything in  

it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live  

in temples made by man, nor is he served by  

human hands, as though he needed anything,  

since he himself gives to all mankind life and  

breath and everything.” 

 

Acts 17:24-28 



“And he made from one man every nation of 

mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 

their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and 

perhaps feel their way toward him and find him.  

Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,” 

 

Acts 17:24-28 



“for ‘in him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 

are indeed his offspring.’ Yet he is actually not far 

from each one of us, for ‘in him we live and move 

and have our being’; as even some of your own 

poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’” 

 

Acts 17:24-28 



“In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a  

Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, 

barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is  

all that matters, and he lives in all of us.” 

 

Colossians 3:11 



“...there before me was a great multitude  

that no one could count, from every nation,  

tribe, people and language, standing before  

the throne and before the Lamb…” 

 

Revelations 7:9-10 



“…And they cried out in a loud voice:  

‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits  

on the throne, and to the Lamb.’” 

 

Revelations 7:9-10 



“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 

one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility by abolishing the law of 

commandments expressed in ordinances,” 

 

Ephesians 2:13-18 



“that he might create in himself one new man  

in place of the two, so making peace, and 

might reconcile us both to God in one body  

through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.” 

 

Ephesians 2:13-18 



“And he came and preached peace to you  

who were far off and peace to those who 

were near. For through him we both have  

access in one Spirit to the Father.” 

 

Ephesians 2:13-18 



Prayer of Examination 



WE pledge to examine our own biases and 
positions of privilege through self-reflection, 

and earnestly work to resolve them. 
 

WE pledge to live by compassion and be 
consciously inclusive of all individuals. 

 
WE pledge to affirm the value of diversity. 



WE pledge to promote understanding, 
inclusion, and mutual respect, and thus  

build community within all races, ethnicities  
and cultures. 

  
WE pledge to transform our institutions into 
authentically anti-racist and anti-oppressive 

communities of action. 



WE pledge to advocate for justice, demand 

equal opportunity for all and so help create 

a beloved community for everyone to share. 




