


How you view the church impacts 

the way you relate to it.



“But because of his great love for us, God, who

is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 

grace you have been saved.”

Ephesians 2:4–7 (NIV)



“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us 

with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in 

order that in the coming ages he might show the 

incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus.”

Ephesians 2:4–7 (NIV)



“But now in Christ Jesus you who 

once were far away have been brought

near by the blood of Christ.”

Ephesians 2:13 (NIV)



“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 

strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people 

and also members of his household.”

Ephesians 2:19 (NIV)



“God is building a home. He’s using us 

all irrespective of how we got here—in 

what he is building. He used the apostles 

and prophets for the foundation.”

Ephesians 2:20–22 (MSG)



“Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick by 

brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the 

cornerstone that holds all the parts together.”

Ephesians 2:20–22 (MSG)



“We see it taking shape day after day—a 

holy temple built by God, all of us built into

it, a temple in which God is quite at home.”

Ephesians 2:20–22 (MSG)



The concept of the church as a 

family dominates the scriptures



Family Matters and 

Responsibilities



ENCOURAGE THOSE IN LEADERSHIP ROLES

1



“Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, 

to acknowledge those who work hard

among you, who care for you in the 

Lord and who admonish you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:12



Three ways we should respond to our leaders:

a) Acknowledge them (or respect them)

b) Esteem them (or hold them in the highest regard).

c) Love them



“Have confidence in your leaders and submit 

to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this 

so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 

that would be of no benefit to you.”

Hebrews 13:17 (NIV)



“And we urge you, brothers and sisters,

warn those who are idle and disruptive, 

encourage the disheartened, help the 

weak, be patient with everyone.”

1 Thessalonians 5:14–16

Six Instructions for all of us.



“Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for 

wrong, but always strive to do what is good for 

each other and for everyone else.”

1 Thessalonians 5:14–16

Six Instructions for all of us.



Six Instructions for all of us.

a) Warn the idle

b) Encourage the timid 

(or disheartened)

c) Help the weak

d) Be patient with everyone

e) Don’t pay back wrong 

for wrong

f) Strive to do what is good



WORSHIP TOGETHER

2



2. WORSHIP TOGETHER

a) Rejoice always. 

b) Pray continually. 

c) Be thankful in all circumstances.



PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER

3



“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 

you through and through. May your whole spirit, 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you 

Is faithful, and he will do it.”

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24



When we come to faith in Jesus Christ we 

are joined to one another. We are given the 

same Spirit. All the old barriers—cultural, 

ethnic, social—come down. 



No other human community is like it. In 

Ephesians the church is described as a public 

demonstration of God’s resurrection power, 

his grace, his love, his manifold wisdom.



THREE APPLICATIONS:



1. Make the head of the spiritual family your priority

2. Make the family itself a priority

3. Accept family responsibilities

THREE APPLICATIONS:


