


“Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell 

my brother to divide the inheritance with me.’”

Luke 12:13



“Jesus replied, ‘Man, who appointed me a judge 

or an arbiter between you?’ Then he said to them, 

‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 

possessions.’”

Luke 12:14–15



He named the man’s sin as “greed”.



What is Greed?



Greed is often defined as the desire 

to have more and more of what you 

already have enough of.



Greed is “the assumption that it’s 

all there for my consumption.”



Simple definition of greed: “an intense 

or distracting desire to have more.”



Storage units are the fastest growing segment 

of the commercial real estate market, and it 

generates 24 billion dollars a year in revenue.







We would all do well to do a little self-

evaluation and spiritual inventory because greed 

is rooted in the silly idea that if we just have 

more and more stuff our lives will be better.



What Greed Looks Like



“And he told them this parable: ‘The ground of 

a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 

He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have 

no place to store my crops.’”

Luke 12:16–19



“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down 

my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will 

store my surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, 

“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. 

Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

Luke 12:16–19



• Harvest large crops (building a successful career)

• Build bigger barns (expanding the business)

• Achieve financial security (having at least $1 million)

• Eat (what he wants)

• Drink (what he wants)

• Be merry (all the time)

The Rich Man’s Values



“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 

your life will be demanded from you. Then who 

will get what you have prepared for yourself? This 

is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 

themselves but is not rich toward God.’”

Luke 12:20–21



Aphron, the Greek word 

meaning “fool” or “stupid.”



“Jesus is the smartest guy who ever lived and one 

of the main reasons that’s true is because Jesus 

always directs us away from what would harm

us and to who and what’s best for us.”

Dallas Willard



“Jesus does that because he loves us, and that’s 

exactly what he does here. He points us to God, 

and reflects God’s values…His idea of a treasure.”

Dallas Willard



God calls us to center 

our lives in his kingdom



“Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Therefore 

I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat; or about your body, what you 

will wear. For life is more than food, and the 

body more than clothes.”

Luke 12:22–24



“Consider the ravens: They do not sow 

or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; 

yet God feeds them. And how much 

more valuable you are than birds!”

Luke 12:22–24



“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not 

labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all 

his splendor was dressed like one of these.”

Luke 12:27–28



“If that is how God clothes the grass of 

the field, which is here today, and tomorrow

is thrown into the fire, how much more will 

he clothe you—you of little faith!”

Luke 12:27–28





Facilities – a place, 

amenity, or piece of 

equipment provided 

for a particular purpose.



“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 

been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your 

possessions and give to the poor.”

Luke 12:32–33



“Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear 

out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where 

no thief comes near and no moth destroys.”

Luke 12:32–33



The early church was incredibly 

generous with its time, its energy, 

it’s talents, and its temporal 

treasures or material resources.



Why Was the Early 

Church So Generous?



They held the things of this world lightly 

and those things in the next dearly.

1



They identified themselves in Christ - the Giver, 

not in the things He generously gives.
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(To identify with Jesus is to see in him your 

supply, your security, and your significance).
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“Do not store up for yourselves treasures 

on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, 

and where thieves break in and steal.”

Matthew 6:19–21



“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Matthew 6:19–21



They had eyes for the true 

treasures that God gives.
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They honored God’s creative intent.
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“When I think about it, the happiest and most 

successful people I know don’t just love what they 

do, they’re obsessed with solving an important 

problem, something that matters to them.”

Drew Houston



“They remind me of a dog chasing a 

tennis ball: Their eyes go a little crazy, the 

leash snaps and they go bounding off, 

plowing through whatever gets in the way…”

Drew Houston



“... So it’s not about pushing yourself; it’s 

about finding your tennis ball, the thing that 

pulls you. So what is your tennis ball? God and 

His creative intent is the tennis ball. You cannot 

be truly happy or fulfilled until you see this!”

Drew Houston



This is why Jesus was agitated when the man 

elbowed his way to him and interrupted His 

Kingdom lesson to talk about his stuff.


