


Hope That Restores















Hope and wishing are different.

Hope is oriented toward what God is doing.

Wishing is oriented toward what we are doing.



The heart of Ahaz and the hearts of his people 

trembled like trees of a forest shaking in a wind.

Isaiah 7:2



Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do 

not lose heart because of these two smoldering 

stubs of firewood—because of the fierce anger of 

Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah

Isaiah 7:4



The Lord says, “It will not take place, it 

will not happen… If you do not stand firm 

in your faith you will not stand at all.”

Isaiah 7:7, 9



Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz: “Ask 

for a sign from the Lord your God—from 

the depths of Sheol to the heights of heaven. 

Isaiah 7:10–11



But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I 

will not put the Lord to the test.”

Isaiah 7:12



Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 

sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth 

to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14



Three important lessons:

1. God always has a word for us in times of trouble.

2. God is always bigger than what we fear.

3. If we don’t stand firm in faith, things in life will 

become unglued.



Two vital truths in the Christmas story:

1. The virgin birth

2. Jesus came in human flesh



Jesus was both God and man simultaneously

which is known as the “hypostatic union” 

1. Jesus has two natures – He is God and man.

2. Each nature is full and complete.

3. Each nature remains distinct.

4. Christ is only one person.



This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His 

mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to 

Joseph. But before the marriage took place, 

while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 1:18



Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and 

did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he 

decided to break the engagement quietly.

Matthew 1:19



As he considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of 

David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to 

take Mary as your wife. For the child within 

her was conceived by the Holy Spirit.”

Matthew 1:20



John 3:16

GOD – The Greatest Lover

SO LOVED – The Greatest Expression

THE WORLD – The Greatest Possession

THAT HE GAVE – The Greatest Act



John 3:16

HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON – The Greatest Gift

THAT WHOEVER – The Greatest Opportunity

BELIEVES – The Greatest Simplicity

IN HIM – The Greatest Attraction



John 3:16

SHALL NOT PERISH – The Greatest Promise

BUT – The Greatest Difference

HAVE – The Greatest Certainty

ETERNAL LIFE – The Greatest Future



In the beginning the Word already existed. The 

Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:1



So the Word became human and made his 

home among us. He was full of unfailing love 

and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, 

the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

John 1:14



This is how we know if they have the Spirit of 

God: if a person claiming to be a prophet 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ came in a 

real body, that person has the Spirit of God. 

1 John 4:2–3



But if someone claims to be a prophet and 

does not acknowledge the truth about 

Jesus, that person is not from God. 

1 John 4:2–3



I say this because many deceivers have gone out in 

the world. They deny that Jesus Christ came in a real 

body. Such a person is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

2 John 7



Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of 

godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated 

by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the 

nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

1 Timothy 3:16



Because God’s children are human beings—made 

of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh 

and blood. For only as a human being could he 

die, and only by dying could he break the power 

of the devil, who had the power of death. 

Hebrews 2:14



Therefore, it was necessary for him to be 

made in every respect like us, his brothers 

and sisters, so that he could be our merciful 

and faithful High Priest before God. 

Hebrews 2:17–18



Then he could offer a sacrifice that would take 

away the sins of the people. Since he himself 

has gone through suffering and testing, he is 

able to help us when we are being tested. 

Hebrews 2:17–18



For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; 

and the government will be upon His shoulder. And 

His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6



Then you will know that I am the Lord; those 

who hope in me will not be disappointed. 

Isaiah 49:23



The Lord is good to those whose hope 

is in him, to the one who seeks him. 

Lamentations 3:25



Hope restores:

1. The knowledge of God’s presence



God has said, “Never will I leave 

you; never will I forsake you.”

Lamentations 3:25



Hope restores:

1. The knowledge of God’s presence

2. The reception of God’s provision



God said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 

for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

2 Corinthians 12:9



Hope restores:

1. The knowledge of God’s presence

2. The reception of God’s provision

3. The experience of God’s power



May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13



Hope restores:

1. The knowledge of God’s presence

2. The reception of God’s provision

3. The experience of God’s power

4. The understanding of God’s purpose



God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 

he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Revelation 21:4–5



There will be no more death or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away… I am making everything new! 

Revelation 21:4–5



Hope restores:

1. The knowledge of God’s presence

2. The reception of God’s provision

3. The experience of God’s power

4. The understanding of God’s purpose



Prayer:

God, we acknowledge before you our fears; 

we acknowledge before you our anxieties; we 

acknowledge before you our doubts. Help us to 

recognize in the depths of our being that we are not 

alone, but that you are truly present in our pain.



Prayer:

We pray that you might ease our burdens

by the assurance of your companionship,

by the knowledge of your abiding love, 

and by the hope we share in Jesus Christ,

in whose name we pray. Amen.




