
Cynicism 



We don’t know whether something will prove  

to be a blessing or a curse: whether something  

is so-called “good luck” or “bad luck.”  

Scripture goes even further.  



It teaches us that sometimes what we consider  
to be the best thing in the world, turns out to  
be the very worst thing for us; and sometimes  
the things we consider to be the worst, turn  

out to be the very best. 



THE U-CURVES OF OUR LIVES 



What we think may be the worst thing may actually 
be the best thing, so far as God is concerned, while 
what we feel is going to be the best thing may be 

the worst thing, where God is concerned. 



“Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because  

of the misery that is coming on you. Your wealth has 

rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. Your 

gold and silver are corroded. 

 

James 5:1-3 



Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh 

like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. Look! 

The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed 

your fields are crying out against you. 

 
James 5:3-4 



The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the 
Lord Almighty. You have lived on earth in luxury and self-

indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of 
slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the 

innocent one, who was not opposing you. 
 

James 5:4-6 



Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the 
Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the 

land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 
the autumn and spring rains. 

 
James 5:7 



You too, be patient and stand firm, because the 
Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against one 

another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. 
The Judge is standing at the door! 

 
James 5:8-9 



Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in 
the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke 
in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as 

blessed those who have persevered. 
 

James 5:10-11 



You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have 
seen what the Lord finally brought about.  
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.” 

 
James 5:10-11 



THE WELL-OFF AND  
THE INVERTED U-CURVE 



Instead of viewing their wealth and power as an 
opportunity to bless others, they are living lives of 
luxury and self-indulgence: in fact, they are proud. 

They regard themselves as better than the  
people who are working for them, (…) 



(…) and therefore they have no problem abusing 
them by failing to pay them. It seems their life is on 
the up and up, but their worldly success has actually 
proved to become a point of stumbling downward. 



The richer we are—as James points out—the 
more oppressive we are liable to become. 



“From everyone who has been given much, much 
will be demanded; and from the one who has been 

entrusted with much, much more will be asked”  
 

Luke 12:48 



THE HURTING, THE JADED, 
AND THE U-CURVE 



“Be patient then, brothers and sisters,  
until the Lord’s coming” 

 
James 5:7 



“See how the farmer waits for the land to 
yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting  

for the autumn and spring rains.” 
 

James 5:7 



“Be patient” 



Cynicism is the emotional disposition of distrust  
or rejection toward a particular idea, person,  
or group as a result of negative experiences 

(either directly or indirectly). 



Cynicism can be found in the heart of a grumbler… 
at the root of cynicism is a host of bad experiences. 
Cynicism, despite its very active nature, is usually a 

result of truly bad experiences of suffering, resulting 
in legitimate concerns. It is never instantaneously 

spawned — it is always the result of time. 



Cynicism is long-suffering, because with every 
mistake, with every stupid thing said, with every 

hurtful thing done, it seeks to mount enough 
evidence to launch an everlasting, irrevocable 
counter-offense of justified negative emotion. 
Cynics are cornered sufferers who have turned  

their shields into blunt swords. 



CYNICISM VS. CHARACTER 



“See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its 
valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and 

spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, 
because the Lord’s coming is near.” 

 
James 5:7-8 



The people we know with the greatest character, 
wisdom, and courage (not to mention perseverance) 

are not usually people who have led a so-called 
charmed life where they have never experienced 
any real pain. Rather, they are people who have 

gone through some kind of deep suffering or loss. 



HOLDING OUT FOR  
GOD’S REDEMPTION 



If we live long enough, we are going to experience 
suffering a loss: probably directly, but if not,  

then indirectly, as a loved one experiences great 
suffering or a loss and—by extension—so do we. 
James is telling us what is true for the farmer: 



When it seems like nothing is happening in the 
field of our life, when things are being pruned and 

cut away and it feels like we are losing what we 
have, when things look as ugly as a severely pruned 

vine, God may be preparing us for something far 
greater than we can imagine. 



CONCLUSION 



“Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for 
us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.”  

 
2 Corinthians 4:17 



“I want to know Christ deeply—yes, to know  
the power of his resurrection and participation in  

his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  
and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection  

from the dead.” 
 

Philippians 3:10-11 


