
Atheism



“I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that 
you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world.”


John 17:15-16 (ESV)



“The god of this age who has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 
that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”


2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV)



“For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as 
God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 

futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.”


Romans 1:21 (NIV)



“Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made 
to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.”


Romans 1:22-23 (NIV)



Paul’s list of maladies due to  
believing God does not exist:

1.  Our thinking has become futile.
2.  Our foolish hearts have become darkened.
3.  We have claimed to be wise when in reality we have 

become absolute fools.
4.  We have exchanged the glory of God for cheap imitations.



1.  OUR THINKING HAS BECOME FUTILE.


Romans 1:21a



 The Greek word ματαιόω (mataioo) means 
“empty, worthless, deceptive, or pointless.”



“For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s 
sight. As it is written: ‘He catches the wise in their 
craftiness’; and again, ‘The Lord knows that the 

thoughts of the wise are futile.’” 


1 Corinthians 3:19-20 (NIV)



The Greek word for “glorify” is δοξάζω (doxazo). 
It means “to think, to have an opinion, to praise, 

magnify, honor, or to render glory and excellence.”



The word appears 62 times in 
the Greek New Testament.



“The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” 


Psalm 19:1 (NIV)



“Great is the Lord and most worthy of 
praise; his greatness no one can fathom. 

One generation will commend your works to 
another; they will tell of your mighty acts.”


Psalm 145:3-4 (NIV)



“They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
and I will meditate on your wonderful works.”


Psalm 145:5 (NIV)



So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God. 


1 Corinthians 10:31 (NIV)



“Man does not thank God for his mercy, for his 
goodness, for his dealings with us in providence. 

We take the sunshine for granted; we are annoyed if 
we do not get it. We take the rain for granted.” 


Martyn Lloyd-Jones



“How often do we thank God for all these gifts and 
blessings!…God is ‘the giver of every good and perfect 

gift;’ he is ‘the Father of mercies.’”


Martyn Lloyd-Jones



“Yet people go through the whole of their lives in this world 
and they never thank him; they ignore him completely.”


Martyn Lloyd-Jones



“That is how they show their attitude toward God. 
In this way they suppress the truth that has

 been revealed concerning him.” 


Martyn Lloyd-Jones



2. OUR FOOLISH HEARTS 
HAVE BECOME DARKENED.


Romans 1:21b



“The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” 


Psalm 14:1



Greek atheos, meaning “without god”



“Atheism may be defined as the mental attitude which 
unreservedly accepts the supremacy of reason and aims at 

establishing a lifestyle and ethical outlook verifiable by 
experience and the scientific method, independent of all 

arbitrary assumptions of authority and creeds.”  


Madalyn Murray O’Hair



The word Paul uses for “foolish” is the Greek word, 
ἀσύνετος (asunetos) and the word means “unintelligent, 

without understanding, senseless, or stupid.”



“At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions 

and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being 
hated and hating one another.” 


Titus 3:3-4 (NIV)



“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we 

had done, but because of his mercy.” 


Titus 3:5 (NIV)



God’s Word says that if we are not living our life to 
bring glory to God and if we are not overflowing 
with gratitude for God’s mighty acts then we are 

merely spinning our wheels.



“So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord,
 that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, 

in the futility of their thinking.” 


Ephesians 4:17 (NIV)



“They are darkened in their understanding and separated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 

them due to the hardening of their hearts.” 


Ephesians 4:18 (NIV)



“Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over 
to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with 

a continual lust for more.” 


Ephesians 4:19 (NIV)



3. WE HAVE CLAIMED TO BE WISE WHEN IN 
REALITY WE HAVE BECOME ABSOLUTE FOOLS.


Romans 1:22



“Instead of accepting revelation they became 
philosophers. And what is a philosopher? A philosopher 

is a man who claims that he starts by being skeptical 
about everything, that he is an agnostic.” 


Martyn Lloyd Jones



“‘I am going to have the data,’ he says, ‘and then 
I am going to apply my mind to it. I am going to 

reason it out and I am going to work it out.’” 


Martyn Lloyd Jones



Paul uses the Greek word, μωραίνω 
(moraino), which means “fool or dull.”



“What kind of fools? Well, in the Greek language, 
fool does not mean merely to be guilty of intellectual 

folly, though it includes this error, but to be guilty 
of moral folly or wickedness as well.”


James Montgomery Boice



“That is why in the Bible it is so often connected with a 
denial of the existence of God, as in Psalm 14:1 
(The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”)”


James Montgomery Boice



4. WE HAVE EXCHANGED THE GLORY 
OF GOD FOR CHEAP IMITATIONS.


Romans 1:23



“…and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like mortal man 

and birds and animals and reptiles.” 


Romans 1:23 (NIV)



There is an innate drive in all people to worship. I say 
“innate” in that it is not something you have created: that 

desire to worship has been put in you by God.



He desires that you and I worship Him, but if we choose to 
turn away and deny the obvious, then we are still going to 

worship some thing or someone.



“Is not this the great Babylon I have built 
as the royal residence, by my mighty power

 and for the glory of my majesty?” 


Daniel 4:30 NIV



“Let us come before him with thanksgiving and 
extol him with music and song. For the Lord

is the great God, the great King above all gods.”


Psalm 95:2-3


