


“As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked 

up, and there were the Egyptians, marching

after them. They were terrified and cried 

out to the Lord.”

Exodus 14:11-16



They said to Moses, “Was it because there were 

no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the 

desert to die? What have you done to us by 

bringing us out of Egypt?”

Exodus 14:11-16



Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us 

alone; let us serve the Egyptians?’ It would 

have been better for us to serve the 

Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

Exodus 14:11-16



Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. 

Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the 

Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see 

today you will never see again. The Lord will fight 

for you; you need only to be still.”

Exodus 14:11-16



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying 

out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. Raise 

your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea 

to divide the water so that the Israelites can go 

through the sea on dry ground.”

Exodus 14:11-16



What lies beyond the big, black door?



Each day, God brings to each of us a choice – we 

can live by fear or by faith. If we choose fear, we 

will live our entire lives never fully experiencing 

the greatest satisfaction…the satisfaction of 

taking a risk and finding new freedom.



We miss out when we give into fear

A



What happens to us when we give in to fear

B



Then they turned against Moses and complained, 

“Why did you bring us out here to die in the 

wilderness? Weren’t there enough graves in Egypt?”

Exodus 14:11 (NLT)

1. We become skeptical (we cease to believe)



“Then they turned against Moses and 

complained, “Why did you bring us out here to 

die in the wilderness? Weren’t there enough

graves in Egypt? Why did you make us leave?”

Exodus 14:11 (NLT)

2. We become selfish (we cease to see the benefit of others)



3. It makes us stubborn (we cease to become)

“Didn’t we tell you to leave us alone 

while we were still in Egypt?” Exodus 14:12a

“Leave us alone!” “Why couldn’t you just 

leave us in what we’ve known.”



When the Israelites were confronted with the 

Red Sea, they said, “Our Egyptian slavery was far 

better than dying out here in the wilderness.”

Exodus 14:12b

4. It makes us shortsighted (we prefer our bondage)



How can we move from our 

fear to our freedom?

C



“Every prudent person acts out of knowledge, 

but a fool exposes his folly.” Proverbs 13:16

“Get the facts at any price, and hold on tightly to all 

the good sense you can get.” Proverbs 23:23 (LB)

1. Information: GET THE FACTS



“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. 

Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to 

see if he has enough money to complete it?”

Luke 14:28

2. Evaluation: COUNT THE COST



“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against 

another king. Will he not first sit down and consider 

whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose 

the one coming against him with twenty thousand?”

Luke 14:31

2. Evaluation: COUNT THE COST



It is foolish and rash to make a promise to the 

Lord before counting the cost.

Proverbs 20:25 (LB)

2. Evaluation: COUNT THE COST



…The prudent carefully consider their steps.

Proverbs 14:15

We should make plans - counting on God to direct us. 

Proverbs 16:9 (LB)

3. Preparation: PLAN YOUR STEPS



Goals are statements of faith: 

“I believe God wants to do this in my life and I’m 

going to pursue what I believe He wants.”

4. Declaration: SHARE YOUR DREAM, YOUR FUTURE



“What you ought to say is, ‘If the Lord wants us to, 

we will live and do this or that.’ Otherwise you will 

be boasting about your own plans and all such 

boasting is evil.” 

James 4:15-16

4. Declaration: SHARE YOUR DREAM, YOUR FUTURE



Turtles only make progress 

when they stick their necks out

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



God wants to work in your life, but you have to let go 

of the past before you can grab hold of the future.

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



Fear will tempt you to retreat, 

to turn around, to go back.

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



“When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God, whose 

word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid…” 

Psalm 56:3-4

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



Courage is not the absence of fear – courage is 

moving ahead through your fear.

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



Let go of what you’ve known, launch out into the 

unknown, and look up to the One who knows all.

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



Take action!

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Quit praying and get 

the people moving! Forward, march!” 

Exodus 14:15 (LB)

5. Initiation: LET GO AND LAUNCH OUT 

(the moment of truth!)



“The tragedy of life is often not in our failure, but 

rather in our complacency; not in our doing too 

much, but rather in our doing too little; not in our 

living above our ability, but rather in our living 

below our capacities.”

Benjamin E. Mays



“It must be borne in mind that the tragedy of life 

does not lie in not reaching your goal. The tragedy of 

life lies in having no goal to reach. Not failure, but low 

aim is sin. It isn’t a calamity to die with dreams

unfulfilled, but it is a calamity not to dream.”

Benjamin E. Mays






