


In 2016, for the first time in Canada’s history, 

the number of one-person households has 

surpassed all other types of living situations.

They accounted for 28.2% of all households.



Some reasons people remain single:

1. Like their independence

2. Shyness

3. Caring for aging parents

4. Consider themselves too old for marriage

5. Career is their priority



Some reasons people remain single:

6. A past divorce

7. Fear of a difficult marriage

8. Death of a spouse

9. This is God’s will for my life

10. Devoted to a specific kind of Christian service



Singles often feel:

1. Less than

2. Excluded 

3. Anger 

4. Discontent
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Singleness can either be a:

1. Stage — a stage of life we pass through (and may 

return to)

2. State — a desired state of living







Give honour to marriage, and remain faithful to one 

another in marriage. God will surely judge people 

who are immoral and those who commit adultery.

Hebrews 13:4



The man who finds a wife finds a treasure, and he 

receives favor from the Lord. 

Proverbs 18:22



The Lord God said, ‘it is not good that man 

should be alone; I will make him a helper 

comparable to him’ … a man shall leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his wife, 

and they shall become one flesh.

Genesis 2:18, 24



Marriage is for:

1. Partnership (companionship, friendship) 

2. Procreation (childbearing) 

3. Pleasure (sex, enjoyment of each other) 

4. Purpose (reflect union of Christ & Church) 
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Scripture warns of two errors with marriage

1. Forbidding marriage



Now the Spirit expressly says that in the latter 

times some will depart from the faith, giving 

heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of 

demons…forbidding to marry.

1 Timothy 4:1–3



Scripture warns of two errors with marriage

1. Forbidding marriage

2. Live only for marriage



If you want to be my disciple, you must hate 

everyone else by comparison—your father 

and mother, wife and children, brothers 

and sisters—yes, even your own life. 

Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple

Luke 14:26



Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. 

How can righteousness be a partner with 

unrighteousness?…How can a believer be a 

partner with an unbeliever?

2 Corinthians 6:14–15



Their inward thought is, that their houses 

shall continue forever, and their dwelling 

places to all generations; they call their 

lands after their own names.

Psalm 49:11



At the resurrection people will neither 

marry nor be given in marriage; they 

will be like the angels in heaven.

Psalm 49:11



Jesus established through his disciples a 

new family, the church, the body of Christ.



Singleness and Marriage are signposts

1. Marriage is a signpost to our relationship with 

Jesus

2. Singleness is a signpost to the age (eternity) to 

come



…there are eunuchs who have made themselves 

eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake.

Matthew 19:12



The Christian perspective on the biblical material is 

that, while the first created human beings, Adam 

and Eve, were a married couple, in the new creation 

the second Adam, Jesus Christ, was a single person. 

V.M. Sinton



Singleness and marriage are parallel 

routes for loving and serving in the world and 

preparing for life in the resurrection community.

V.M. Sinton



Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. 

How can righteousness be a partner with 

unrighteousness?…How can a believer be 

a partner with an unbeliever?

2 Corinthians 6:14–15



Two types of Gnostics

1. Practiced asceticism

2. Practiced libertarianism



Sometimes I wish everyone were single like 

me—a simpler life in many ways! But celibacy 

is not for everyone any more than marriage is. 

God gives the gift of the single life to some, 

the gift of the married life to others.

1 Corinthians 7:7



The real problem is to make a success of one’s 

marriage if one does marry, and to make a 

success of the celibate life if one does not. 

Each vocation is as difficult as the other.

Paul Tournier



Marriage is only as good as your singleness.



Marriage doesn’t improve your singleness, but 

exposes your singleness.



Four take aways

1. Married and single people are equal before God.

2. Both states of life are equally fulfilling when 

Jesus is the point of focus.

3. Only a relationship with Jesus can truly complete 

us.



4.   Your identity is not found in the state or stage of 

life but as a child of God.




