


Created for a Purpose



1. God’s ultimate purpose

2. God’s universal purpose

3. God’s unique purpose



Three basic issues in life:

Identity: “Who am I?”

Importance: “Do I matter?”

Impact: “What is my purpose in life?”



You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our 

hearts are restless until it rests in you. 

St. Augustine



We live out our lives in 3 ways:

1. Survival

2. Success

3. Significance



For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 

created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can 

do the good things he planned for us long ago. 

Ephesians 2:10 



You are created for a purpose!

You are created with a purpose! 

You are created for God’s purpose! 



All things have been created by God and 

all things find their purpose in Him.

Colossians 1:16



I cry out to God Most High, to God 

who will fulfill his purpose for me.

Psalm 57:2



We discover the purpose we were created for by:

1. Speculation

2. Revelation



It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we 

are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and 

got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs 

on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose 

he is working out in everything and everyone.

Ephesians 1:11–12



Three insights:

1. You discover your identity and purpose 

through your relationship with Jesus

2. God was thinking of you long before 

you ever thought about Him.



Three insights:

3. The purpose of your life fits into a much larger, 

cosmic purpose that God has designed for eternity.



What is it that should be driving my life?

1. Guilt, anger, resentment, fear, the past

2. Materialism, fame, approval

3. The purpose of God



Are you like a hummingbird or a vulture?



The Story of Scripture

Act 1 - Creation (prologue)

Act 2 - The Fall (conflict)

Act 3 - Israel (rising action)



The Story of Scripture

Act 4 - Jesus (climax)

Act 5 - The Church (resolution)

Bonus Act - New Creation (culmination)



And we know that for those who love God all things 

work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose. For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed

to the image of his Son.

Romans 8:28–29



God spoke, “Let us make human beings in 

our image, making them reflecting our nature”…

God created human beings; he created them 

godlike, reflecting God’s nature.

Genesis 1:26–27



He created them male and female. God blessed them: 

“Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge!”

Genesis 1:26–27



God’s five intentions for us:

1. We were planned for God’s pleasure 
to offer real worship

2. We were formed for God’s family 
to enjoy real fellowship

3. We were created to become like Christ  
to learn real discipleship



God’s five intentions for us:

4. We were shaped for serving God  
to practice real ministry

5. We were made for mission  
to live out real evangelism



S.H.A.P.E

Spiritual Gifts

Heart

Abilities

Personality

Experience



Your purpose in life is to fulfill God’s purpose 

through your God-given gifts and abilities.



Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 

grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they 

should do as one who speaks the very words of God. 

1 Peter 4:10–11



If anyone serves, they should do so with the 

strength God provides. So that in all things God 

may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be 

the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:10–11



We read Scripture in order to be refreshed in 

our memory and understanding of the story within 

which we ourselves are actors, to be reminded 

where it has come from and where it is going to,

and hence what our own part within it ought to be.

N.T. Wright





Are you like a salmon or a jellyfish?



But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 

may declare the praise of him who called you 

out of darkness into his wonderful light.

1 Peter 2:9



Live such good lives among those who do 

not believe that…they may see your good 

deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

1 Peter 2:12



Let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16



Prayer:

Lord, our God, help us to walk with you,

On the pathway to be like you and

To live out your mission in today’s world.

Bind us to all men and women of our time,

So that together we may bring the

Good News to the ends of the earth.



Prayer:

Open our hearts and our communities

To the needy, the afflicted, the oppressed.

May we radiate the Living Christ and

Transform our lives in the hope of the

resurrection. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.




