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THE CALL OF SURRENDER



The Call
The Crisis

The Celebration



Matthew 21:1–11
As they approached Jerusalem and came 
to Bethpage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, saying to them, “God to 

the village ahead of you, and at once you will 
find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. 
Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 

says anything to you, say that the Lord needs 
them, and he will send them right away.”



Matthew 21:1–11
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through 

the prophet: “Say to Daughter Zion, See, your 
king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples 
went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They 
brought the donkey and the colt and placed their 

cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large 
crowd spread their clocks on the road…



Matthew 21:1–11
…While others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and those that followed 

shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest heaven!” When Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 

“Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is 
Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”







Two kings enter Jerusalem:

1) Pilate from the west at the head of a 
procession of Roman Centurions

2) Jesus from the east, riding on a donkey



Great insight
Great misunderstanding

Great hope



Jesus was going to transform the 
world not through the love of power 

but through the power of love.



Jesus had to surrender 
to the call of surrender.



Matthew 26:53

Do you think that I cannot pray to my 
Father, and he will provide me with 
more than twelve legions of angels?



Legions is a military term 
taken from the Roman army of 
approximately 6000 soldiers.



12 legions of angels = 72,000 angels



Isaiah 37:36

Power of one angel

One angel killed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers



1 Legion can destroy 1,110,000,000
(1.11 billion people)



12 Legion can destroy 13, 320,000,000
(13.32 billion people)



C.S. Lewis

The more we let God take over us, the more truly 
ourselves we become—because he made us. He 
invented all the different people that you and I 
were intended to be… It is when I turn to Christ, 

when I give up myself to his personality, that I first 
begin to have a real personality of my own.



Psalm 37:7

Surrender yourself to the Lord 
and wait patiently for him.



Philippians 2:6–7

Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something 

to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, being 

made in human likeness.



Mark 14:36

“Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is 
possible for you. Take this cup from me. 
Yet not what I will, but what you will.”



Mark 8:34

And calling the crowd to him with his 
disciples, he said to them, “If anyone 

would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me.”



Luke 9:23

And he said to all, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me.”



To be a follower of Christ

1. Deny ourselves
2. Take up our cross

3. Follow Jesus



Denying self:

1. We surrender ourselves to Christ and 
determine to obey His will

2. To live as an other-centered person
3. Accept God’s point of view



Cross:

1. A person carrying a cross knows they 
can’t save themselves

2. Identify with Christ in his rejection, 
shame, suffering and death

3. Suffering and hardships that come 
because of our relationship to Christ



Jesus surrendered to save.

We are to surrender to serve.



God is not impressed by how 
much we have to offer and He is 
not intimated or limited by how

little we have to offer. All he cares is 
that we are offering what we have.



Even when we don’t surrender:

1. He still works when we wander
2. We cannot run beyond his reach

3. He seeks our surrender



Spiritual formation is about developing, 
in the present age, the character which 
anticipates the life of the age to come.



Spiritual disciplines are all training 
us to do one thing: surrender.



Solitude is about surrendering 
my need for attention.

Prayer is about surrendering my 
will for His will to be done.

Generosity is about surrendering 
my need for money or security.

Simplicity is about surrendering my 
need for the latest gadget or device.

Fasting is about surrendering 
my need for food.



Paradox of Surrender

1. Go last and become first - Matt. 19:30
2. Give it away and you’ll have

more - 2 Cor. 9:6-8, 11
3. Give it up and get it back 

only better - Matt. 19:29
4. Lose your life and you’ll 

find it - Matt. 10:39



Embrace - hold someone closely in one’s 
arm, especially as a sign of affection.



Luke 15:20

And he rose and came to his father. But 
while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 

embraced him and kissed him.



Hebrews 12:2

Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 
he endured the cross, scorning its shame and 

sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.



Are you willing to surrender 
to the call of God?



What do you need to surrender to God?



Prayer

God, I desire to surrender my all to you. 
Grant me courage to withhold nothing 

from you. May my thoughts and actions 
reflect you as the king of my life. When I 

struggle to surrender control, provide 
your grace to trust that you are a good 

God. Lead me, guide me and walk beside 
me, as your will be done. Amen




