


Psalm 73  
Why is Life Unfair?



Have you ever experienced injustice?



Job wondered why the righteous suffer.

Asaph wondered why the unrighteous
do not suffer.



We wonder:

1.Why bad things happen to good people.
2. Why good things happen to bad people.



James 1 helps us deal with why good  
people have severe trials.

Psalm 73 helps us deal with why wicked  
people often seem to enjoy life to the full.



For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  
neither are your ways my ways, declares the  
Lord. As the heavens are higher than the  
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways  
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Isaiah 55:8-9



If God is good, he would.
If God could, he would.



Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are  
pure in heart.

Psalm 73:1



For he (God) gives his sunlight to both the evil  
and the good, and he sends rain on the just  
and the unjust alike.

Matthew 5:45



Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall  
see God.

Matthew 5:8



But as for me, my feet had almost slipped;  
I had nearly lost my foothold. For I envied  
the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of  
the wicked.

Psalm 73:2-3



Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus

Luke 16:19-31



How do we respond to the sin of others?

Asaph responds to sin with sin.



They seem to live such painless lives; their  
bodies are so healthy and strong. They don’t  
have troubles like other people; they’re not  
plagued with problems like everyone else.
They wear pride like a jeweled necklace and  
clothe themselves with cruelty. From their
callous hearts comes iniquity; their evil  
imaginations have no limits.

Psalm 73:4-7



They scoff and speak only evil; in their pride  
they seek to crush others. They boast  
against the very heavens, and their words  
strut throughout the earth. And so the  
people are dismayed and confused, drinking  
in all their words. ‘What does God know?’  
they ask. ‘Does the Most High even know  
what’s happening?’

Psalm 73:8-11



Asaph struggled with envying the  
prosperity of the wicked.



Asaph ceased being concerned about the  
sin of the successful and started focusing  

instead on the success of the sinful.



Do not covet your neighbour’s house. Do  
not covet your neighbour’s wife, his male or  
female servant, his ox or donkey, or  
anything that belongs to your neighbour.

Exodus 20:17



Don’t envy your neighbour’s:  
Possessions

People
Position  
Power  
Place



Did I keep my heart pure for nothing?  
Did I keep myself innocent for no reason?

Psalm 73:13



When I tried to understand all this,  
it seemed hopeless.

Psalm 73:16



When I tried to understand all this, it seemed  
hopeless, UNTIL I entered God’s sanctuary.
Then I understood the destiny of the wicked.

Psalm 73:16-17



If God is just, why does injustice  
seem to reign?



Indeed, you put them, the wicked, in slippery  
places; you make them fall into ruin. How  
suddenly they become a desolation! They  
come to an end, swept away by terrors. Like  
one waking from a dream, Lord, when you  
arise you will despise their image.

Psalm 73:18-20



When I became embittered and my  
innermost being was wounded, I was stupid  
and didn’t understand.

Psalm 73:21



Yet I am always with you; you hold my right  
hand. You guide me with your counsel, and  
afterward you will take me up in glory. Who  
do I have in heaven but you? And I desire  
nothing but you. My flesh and my heart may  
fail, but God is the strength of my heart and  
my portion forever.

Psalm 73:23-26



What changed in Asaph’s life?



His circumstances didn’t change.
His heart changed.



Our hearts cannot love what  
our minds don’t know.

—Jen Wilkin



It is imperative for us to not just  
know “of” God, but to “know God”.



4 Principles

1. Pour your heart out to God



Trust in him at all times, you people, pour out  
your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.

Psalm 62:8



Leave your troubles with the Lord, and he  
will defend you; he never lets honest people  
be defeated.

Psalm 55:22



Asking questions to God vs.
Questioning God



4 Principles

1. Pour your heart out to God
2. In your suffering, do not sin



One of the hardest things for a person to  
do is not sin when they’re sinned against.



There is no justice without judgement.



When the sentence for a crime is not quickly  
carried out, people’s hearts are filled with  
schemes to do wrong.

Ecclesiastes 8:11



4 Principles

1. Pour your heart out to God
2. In your suffering, do not sin

3. Get the big picture: Justice will be done



Do not repay anyone evil for evil…Do not  
take revenge, my dear friends, but leave  
room for God’s wrath, for it is written:
“It is mine to avenge; I will repay.”

Romans 12:17-19



1. Be patient
2. No revenge, big or small

3. Show love
4. Trust God for justice



Alexander the metal worker did me a great  
deal of harm… God will pay him back for it.

2 Timothy 4:14



For he (God) has set a day for judging the  
world with justice by the man (Jesus) he has  
appointed, and he proved to everyone who  
this is by raising him from the dead.

Acts 17:31



Do you show contempt for the riches of his  
kindness, forbearance and patience, not  
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to  
lead you to repentance?

Romans 2:4



We must all appear before the judgment  
seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive  
what is due us for the things done while in  
the body, whether good or bad.

2 Corinthians 5:10



4 Principles

1. Pour your heart out to God
2. In your suffering, do not sin

3. Get the big picture: Justice will be done
4. Renew your relationship with God:  

Find hope



Christ-followers do not live by  
explanations; we live by promises.

1.God is good
2. God is just (fair)

3. God will put everything right



God’s dwelling place is now among the  
people, and he will dwell with them. They will  
be his people, and God himself will be with  
them and be their God. He will wipe every  
tear from their eyes. There will be no more  
death or mourning or crying or pain, for the  
old order of things has passed away…
I am making everything new.

Revelations 21:3-5



Life is not fair, but God is good!



He (God) is the Rock, his works are perfect,
and all his ways are just. A faithful God who
does no wrong, upright and just is he.

Deuteronomy 32:4



My Father’s ways may twist and turn,  
And my heart may throb and ache;  
But in my heart I’m glad to know,

He never makes a mistake.



Prayer:

God grant me the serenity to accept the  
things I cannot change; courage to change  
the things I can; and wisdom to know the  
difference. You are fair, just and perfect in  
all your ways. I surrender my will and trust  
that you will make all things right one day.

Amen




