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OUR JOURNEY THROUGH 
PSALM 5



A Prayer from Discomfort (5:1-3)

Our Journey Through Psalm 5

Yahweh is Uncomfortably Just (5:4-6; 9-10)

Yahweh is Uncomfortably Gracious (5:7-8)

True Comfort is Found in Christ (5:11-12)



Psalms 5:1–4
O Lord, hear me as I pray; pay attention to 
my groaning. Listen to my cry for help, my 
King and my God, for I pray to no one but 
you. Listen to my voice in the morning,

Lord. Each morning I bring my requests to 
you and wait expectantly. O God, you take 

no pleasure in wickedness; you cannot 
tolerate the sins of the wicked.



Psalms 5:5–8
Therefore, the proud may not stand in your 

presence, for you hate all who do evil. You will 
destroy those who tell lies. The Lord detests 
murderers and deceivers. Because of your 
unfailing love, I can enter your house; I will 
worship at your Temple with deepest awe. 
Lead me in the right path, O Lord, or my 
enemies will conquer me. Make your way 

plain for me to follow.



Psalms 5:9–10

My enemies cannot speak a truthful word. Their 
deepest desire is to destroy others. Their talk is 
foul, like the stench from an open grave. Their 
tongues are filled with flattery. O God, declare 
them guilty. Let them be caught in their own 

traps. Drive them away because of their many 
sins, for they have rebelled against you.



Psalms 5:11–12

But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;
let them sing joyful praises forever. Spread 

your protection over them, that all who love 
your name may be filled with joy. For you 

bless the godly, O Lord; you surround 
them with your shield of love.





Psalms 5:1–3

O Yahweh, hear me as I pray, give ear to my 
words; pay attention to my groaning. Listen to 
my cry for help, my King and my God, for I pray 

to no one but you. Listen to my voice in the 
morning, Yahweh. Each morning I bring my 

requests to you and wait expectantly.



DAVID’S PRAYER

1. PRAYER FROM THE SOUL



Gerald Wilson

David calls on God to hear not only the 
clearly articulated and verbalized pleas 

but also to attend even to the inarticulate 
murmuring of an agonized soul.



DAVID’S PRAYER

1. PRAYER FROM THE SOUL
2. HUMBLE AND REVERENT



The king has a King.



Deuteronomy 17
Laws for Israel’s Kings

- Not to acquire many horses
- Not to acquire many wives
- Not to acquire excessive silver and gold
- Write for himself a copy of the Law



Deuteronomy 17:19–20

He may learn to fear the Lord his God by 
keeping all the words of this law and these 

statutes, and doing them, that his heart may 
not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he 
may not turn aside from the commandment…



Gerald Wilson

Human monarchy assumed an important role in 
the history of Israel. The kings—in particular, 

David and Solomon—were viewed as providing 
needed order and stability for life, along with 
protection and security from foreign powers.



DAVID’S PRAYER

1. PRAYER FROM THE SOUL
2. HUMBLE AND REVERENT

3. EXPECTING



David entered into prayer with forethought 
and ended prayer with genuine expectation.



Psalms 5:4–6

O God, you take no pleasure in wickedness; 
you cannot tolerate the sins of the wicked. 
Therefore, the proud may not stand in your 
presence, for you hate all who do evil. You 
will destroy those who tell lies. The Lord 

detests murderers and deceivers.



Sin cannot stand before 
an uncomfortably just God.



Hebrew word “gwr”

“tolerate”
“dwell”

“sojourn”



Gerald Wilson

God is so incompatible with sin that 
even the most temporary coexistence 

is utterly impossible.



God’s holiness poses a problem for humanity.



John Goldingay
Indeed, it is for God’s sake that the psalm 

pleads for action—it is because people 
should not get away with rebellion against 

God. It would be possible to mask a personal 
desire for vengeance as a desire for God’s 

name to be honored. For us what then 
matters is to be careful of what is in our 

own hearts as we pray the psalm.



Psalms 51:1–4
Have mercy on me, O God, because of 

your unfailing love. Because of your great 
compassion, blot out the stain of my sins. 

Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from 
my sin. For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts 
me day and night. Against you, and you alone, 
have I sinned; I have done what is evil in your 

sight. You will be proved right in what you 
say, and your judgment against me is just.



Psalms 5:7–8

But I, because of the abundance of your 
unfailing love, can enter your house; I will 
worship at your Temple with deepest awe. 

Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness 
or my enemies will conquer me. Make your 

way plain for me to follow.



Charles Spurgeon
But I will not come there by my own 

merits. No, I have a multitude of sins and 
therefore I will come in the multitude of thy 
mercy. I will approach thee with confidence 

because of thy immeasurable grace.



God’s holiness offers humanity both its 
greatest problem and its greatest hope.



Psalms 5:11–12
But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 

let them ever sing for joy. Spread your 
protection over them, that all who love 

your name may be filled with joy. For you 
bless the righteous, O Lord; you cover 

them with favour as with a shield.




