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Psalm 13
Where are you God?



Psalms 13:1–2

How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts?
And day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?



Psalms 13:3–4

Look on me and answer, Lord my God.
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,

and my enemy will say, “I have overcome
him,” and my foes will rejoice when I fall.



Psalms 13:5–6

But I will trust in your unfailing love. 
My heart rejoices in your salvation.

I will sing the Lord’s praise, 
For he has been good to me.



Psalm 13

1. Problem (v.1-2)
2. Petition (v.3-4)
3. Praise (v.5-6)





Will you forget me forever?

How long will you hide your face from me?



David asks God to look upon 
him and answer him.



Job 33:14

For God does speak—now one way, now 
another—though no one perceives it.



Revelation 3:20

Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 

in to him and dine with him and he with me.



Our responsibility is to be in 
a position to hear his voice.



Three things that hinder us 
from hearing God’s voice.



Three things that hinder us 
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1. Distance
2. Distraction

3. Discernment



1. Distance



Your ability to hear is directly proportional 
to the distance of the speaker.
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space between us and God?
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Why do we create distance or 
space between us and God?

1. We may not believe that 
the Lord speaks today.

2. We might be afraid of what he will say.

3. We could be angry with the Lord.

4. We worship something other than God.



Listening is not just about being 
quiet, but being present.



2. Distraction



Is God the loudest voice in your life?



Record players in 1910
Radios in the 1920’s to the 1940’s

Television in the 1950’s
8 track players in vehicles in the 1960’s

Cassette players in the 1970’s
Boom boxes in the 1980’s
CD Players in the 1990’s



At the turn of the millennium we 
created MP3’s, iTunes, cell phones









The enemy doesn’t need to 
destroy you if he can distract you.



Proverbs 4:25

Set your gaze on the path before you. With 
fixed purpose, looking straight ahead, ignore 
life’s distractions. Watch where you’re going!



Distractions

1. Momentary
2. Mismanaging

3. Movement



You can never eliminate distractions, you 
can only divert your focus from them.



Silence is one of the most effective 
acts a person can engage in to rid 

the heart of idolatry.



3. Discernment



John 10:4, 5, 27

My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and 
they follow me. For they know his voice. A 

stranger they will not follow, but they will flee 
from him, for they do not know the voice of 

strangers.



5 Ways We Hear From God

1.Scripture
2. People

3. Providence
4. Promptings

5. Pain



Jeremiah 33:3

Call unto me and I will answer you.



God responds to us in 4 ways:

1. Yes
2. No

3. Wait
4. Different



YES - Something Happens



NO - Something doesn’t happen



Very often it’s not that God didn’t 
answer your prayers, it’s that you 

didn’t get the response you wanted. 



4 Lessons to Learn in Life

1. You don’t need everything you want
2. You don’t want everything you need

3. God doesn’t give us everything we want
4. God always gives us what we need



Where would you be if God never 
said NO to any of your requests?



WAIT - Something is going to happen



With God, a waiting season 
is never a wasted season.



Lamentations 3:25–26

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, 
to the soul who seems him. It is good that 

one should wait on the Lord quietly.



God’s delays are not necessarily God’s denials.

God often wants to do something in you before 
he does something for you or through you.



Why do we have to wait? Because God is…

1. Arranging circumstances
2. Purifying motives

3. Teaching us to rely on him
4. Protecting us from unseen danger

5. Preparing us to impact others



Matthew 6:8
Jesus reminds us, “your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him.”



2 Things to remember when waiting:

1. God cares about you more than you do
2. God is doing more than you understand



Samuel Williamson

Prayer is not a one-way street with us 
shouting petitions to God, and Scripture is 
not a one-way street of God broadcasting 

his commands at us. Both prayer and 
Scripture involve both hearing and speaking.



Samuel Williamson

We are participants, not spectators; 
dancers on the floor, not observers 

at the table; actors on the stage, not 
onlookers in the theatre. We are 

involved in a divine dialogue.



DIFFERENT - Something different happens



Different is not bad, but beneficial.



Psalms 13:5–6

But I will trust in your unfailing love. 
My heart rejoices in your salvation.

I will sing the Lord’s praise, 
For he has been good to me.



Prayer:
Lord God, you know my heart and are 
intimate with all the challenges I face. 

Speak to me when the silence steals my 
voice. Come to me in the valley of unknowns. 
I cast all my cares before you and trust that 

you are with me. You’re bigger than I thought 
you were and nothing is impossible with you. 

Will you meet me here again. Amen




