


Connecting the Dots:
God Is with Us



Connecting the dots: piecing together key bits 
of information in order to surface the bigger 
picture. The bigger picture makes sense of all 
the key bits along the way.  



Last Week– He is God, and we are not. 
Life at its essence is recognizing this truth 
and honouring God for who He is. 



First Fundamental Truth (“dot”): 
God Is Transcendent



…To transcend means “to exist above and independent 
from; to rise above, surpass, succeed.” By this definition, 
God is the only truly transcendent Being. The “LORD 
God Almighty” (in Hebrew, El Shaddai) created all 
things on the earth, beneath the earth and in the 
heavens above, yet He exists above and independent 
from them. All things are upheld by His mighty power 
(Hebrews 1:3), yet He is upheld by Himself alone. The 
whole universe exists in Him and for Him that He may 
receive glory, honour and praise.



“Then I praised the Most High; I honored and 
glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an 
eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation. All the peoples of the 
earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he 
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples 
of the earth.” 

Daniel 4:34–37



“No one can hold back his hand or say to him: ‘What 
have you done?’ … Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise 
and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because 
everything he does is right, and all his ways are just. 
And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.” 

Daniel 4:34–37



“‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD. ‘As the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.’”

Isaiah 55:8–9



“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his 
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 
‘Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has 
been his counselor?’ ‘Who has ever given to God, 
that God should repay him?’ For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To him be 
the glory forever! Amen.”

Romans 11:33–36



“Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits 
enthroned on high, who stoops down to look on the 
heavens and the earth?”

Psalms 113:5–6



“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.” 

Psalms 24:1



Second Fundamental Truth (“dot”): 
God Is Near/Present 

He Is Immanent



God’s immanence refers to His presence within 
His creation. God is present in all of creation, 
while remaining distinct from it. In other words, 
there is no place where God is not. His sovereign 
control extends everywhere simultaneously.



“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of 
the LORD God as he was walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden.” 

Genesis 3:8



“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of 
the One and Only, who came from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.”

John 1:14



“Christ, although He existed in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a bondservant, and being made in the 
likeness of men.”

Philippians 2:6



“There is one God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all.”

Ephesians 4:6



God Is Both Transcendent 
and Immanent



“Acknowledge and take to heart this day that 
the LORD is God in heaven above and on the 
earth below. There is no other.”

Deuteronomy 4:39



“For this is what the high and lofty One says—he 
who lives forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a 
high and holy place, but also with him who is 
contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.’”

Isaiah 57:15



“‘Am I only a God nearby,’ declares the LORD, 
‘and not a God far away? Can anyone hide in 
secret places so that I cannot see him?’ declares 
the LORD. ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ 
declares the LORD.”

Jeremiah 23:23–24



“Our father (immanence) who art in heaven 
(transcendence)…”

Luke 11:2



“The God who made the world and all things in it, 
since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell 
in temples made with hands; neither is He served by 
human hands, as though He needed anything, since 
He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; 
and He made from one, every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth…”

Acts 17:24–28



“…having determined their appointed times, and the 
boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek 
God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in 
Him we live and move and exist.”

Acts 17:24–28



“God is both further from us, and nearer to us, 
than any other being.” 

C.S. Lewis



“…taste and see that the LORD is good.”

Psalms 34:8



He is present and near in our lives through:

• creation
• His Word
• Jesus
• the church
• worship
• fellowship
• us



The “Gift” of God’s Presence



“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may be with you forever; the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
does not behold Him or know Him, but you know 
Him because He abides with you, and will be in you. 
I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”

John 14:16–18



“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18–19



“The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I said to you….
When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide 
you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His 
own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; 
and He will disclose to you what is to come.”

John 14:26; 16:13



Love is raining down on the world tonight
There's a presence here I can tell
God is in us, God is for us, God is with us, Emmanuel
He's the savior we have been praying for
In our humble hearts he will dwell
God is in us, God is for us, God is with us, Emmanuel 

(Casting Crowns – God is With Us)
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