


Connecting the Dots:
Theology of Community



The story of God is the story of community. 



“In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. The earth was formless and empty, and darkness 
covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the surface of the waters.” 

Genesis 1:1–2



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made.

John 1:1–4, 14



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” 

John 1:1–4, 14



God exists in all time in community as the Trinity.



“The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper suitable for him.’”

Genesis 2:18



ezer: rescuer for this state of affairs



“What is striking is that the Fall has not yet occurred. There is no 
sin, no disobedience, nothing to mar the relationship between 
God and man. The human being is in a state of perfect intimacy 
with God. Each word he and God speak with each other is filled 
with closeness and joy; he walks with God in the garden in the 
cool of the day….”

John Ortberg



“…He is known and loved to the core of his being by his 
omniscient, love-filled Creator. Yet the word God uses to 
describe him is ‘alone’. And God says this aloneness is ‘not 
good’.”

John Ortberg



Because God IS community, 
He creates community. 







“When the time had come, God sent His Son….” 

Galatians 4:4



“‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ Jesus 
replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”

Matthew 22:36–40





“What God wants us to know of the whole 
Bible is rightly represented in the two great commandments. This 
correlation of the two great commandments with the two 
dimensions of reconciliation symbolized by the structure of the 
cross demonstrates the centrality of community in God’s 
design….” 

Gilbert Bilezekian
Professor of Biblical Studies, Wheaton College



“…The making of community cannot be a side issue 
or an optional matter for Christians. It is as important to God as 
one’s individual salvation. Without community there is no 
Christianity. Community is central to God’s purposes for 
humankind.”

Gilbert Bilezekian
Professor of Biblical Studies, Wheaton College







Jesus desired that His church would be the earthly 
community, dreamed of by God, 
His Father, for His children.



“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

John 13:34–35



“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

John 13:34–35

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.”

1 John 4:7



Love is our final apologetic.



Intimacy with God. (Love God)
Community with each other.

Impact in the world. 

Love God.
Love our neighbour.















Leaders create environments where 
authentic community can be experienced.



Show Up.

Join In.

Be Real.








