


“This, in essence, is the message we heard from 
Christ and are passing on to you: God is light, pure 
light; there’s not a trace of darkness in Him.”

1 John 1:5 (MSG)



“What God does is always consistent with who God is, 
He always acts according to His holy character. God’s 
internal righteousness is the moral excellence of His 
character. It is rooted in His absolute purity. There is 
no ‘shadow of turning’ in Him. As a holy God, He is 
utterly incapable of an unholy act…. There is a 
consistency in God, a ‘straightness’ about him.” 

R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of God



“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole 
earth is full of His glory.”

Isaiah 6:3



“The Bible says that God is holy, holy, holy. Not that 
He is merely holy, or even holy, holy. He is holy, holy, 
holy. The Bible never says that God is love, love, love; 
or mercy, mercy, mercy; or wrath, wrath, wrath; or 
justice, justice, justice. It does say that He is holy, 
holy, holy, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 

R.C. Sproul



Holiness Defined

To be holy is to be distinct, separate, 
in a class by oneself.



“The primary meaning of holy is ‘separate.’ It comes 
from an ancient word that meant ‘to cut’ or ‘to 
separate’. Perhaps even more accurate would be 
the phrase ‘a cut above something’. When we find 
a garment or another piece of merchandise that is 
outstanding, that has a superior excellence, we use 
the expression that it is ‘a cut above the rest’.”

R.C. Sproul



“Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to 
your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will 
come and worship before you, for your righteous 
acts have been revealed.”

Revelation 15:4



“God’s holiness is His infinite value as the absolutely 
unique, morally perfect, permanent person that He 
is and who by grace made Himself accessible—His 
infinite value as the absolutely unique, morally 
perfect, permanent person that He is.”  

John Piper



The Scriptures put it this way:

“Who among the gods is like you, Lord? Who is like 
you—majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, 
working wonders?”

Exodus 15:11



“There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no one 
besides you; there is no Rock like our God.”

1 Samuel 2:2



“Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; 
no deeds can compare with Yours. All the nations 
You have made will come and worship before You, 
Lord; they will bring glory to Your name. For You are 
great and do marvelous deeds; You alone are God.” 

Psalm 86:8–10



To be holy is to be morally pure.



“Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who 
may stand in His holy place? The one who has clean 
hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an 
idol or swear by a false god.”

Psalm 24:3–5



“Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot 
tolerate wrongdoing. Why then do you tolerate the 
treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked 
swallow up those more righteous than themselves?”

Habakkuk 1:13a



For God to be holy is for Him to be holy 
in relation to every aspect of His 

nature and character.



“Holiness is to be regarded not as a distinct 
attribute, but as the result of all God’s moral 
perfection altogether.”

R.L. Dabney 



Holiness is vitally important to us:

“God is holy and holiness the moral condition 
necessary to the health of His universe….Whatever is 
holy is healthy,...the holiness of God, the wrath of God, 
and the health of creation are inseparably united. 
God’s wrath is His utter intolerance of whatever 
degrades and destroys. He hates iniquity as a mother 
hated the polio that would take the life of the child.” 

A.W. Tozer, Leadership, Vol. 1, no. 3.



An Encounter with our Holy God

“I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, 
and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above Him 
were seraphs, each with six wings: with two wings 
they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 
calling to one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory.’…”

Isaiah 6:1–5



An Encounter with our Holy God

“…At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook, and the temple was filled with 
smoke. ‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord Almighty.’”

Isaiah 6:1–5



“His presence is like plutonium. Nothing can 
live when God comes near. If God came to 
earth, both the righteous and unrighteous 
would perish. We would all die!”



“‘Be holy,’ God says, ‘because I am holy.’”

Leviticus 19:2



“Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in 
all you do.” 

1 Peter 1:15



“For by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever 
those who are being made holy. The Holy Spirit also 
testifies to us about this. First He says: ‘This is the 
covenant I will make with them after that time, 
says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and 
I will write them on their minds.’ Then He adds: 
‘Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.’ 
And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for 
sin is no longer necessary.’” 

Hebrews 10:14–18



God’s holiness has been both revealed 
and satisfied in Jesus. 



The Pivotal Event in History is tied to God’s Holiness 

“Our Holy God only appears in human shape in 
His Holy Son.” 

Jonathan Edwards



“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put 
to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.” 

1 Peter 3:18








