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The church is not a building; 
it is a body of true believers. 

It’s not a business; 
it’s the bride of Christ. 

It’s not a corporation; 
it’s a congregation of Christ-followers.



It’s not a financial institution; 
it’s a family. 

It’s not led by CEOs; 
it’s led by shepherds.



What’s the purpose of the church?

What is the church to do and be?



1. Who is the church?

2. How should the church function?

3. What should the church do?



We understand church through:

1. Identity
2. Community

3. Cause (mission)



With God, identity precedes activity.



Our Christology shapes our Soteriology;

our Soteriology shapes our Ecclesiology;

our Ecclesiology shapes our Missiology.



Who is Jesus? (Christology)

What is Salvation? (Soteriology)

Who is Church? (Ecclesiology)

What is Mission? (Missiology)



Jesus = my personal Lord and Saviour

Salvation = forgiveness of sins and 
a ticket to Heaven

Church = a collection of saved individuals 
who pass time in the meantime

Mission = optional extra credit



Jesus = my personal Lord and Saviour

Salvation = an escape from Hell

Church = a lifeboat

Mission = a mandate to rescue lost souls





Jesus = “Lord” (King) and 
“Christ” (Promised Saviour)

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this
Jesus whom you crucified.”

Acts 2:36



“On an appointed day, Herod put on his royal 
robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered 
an oration to them. And the people were shouting, 
‘The voice of a god, and not of a man.’”

Acts 12:21–22



“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue acknowledge that Jesus is Lord.”

Philippians 2:9–11



Salvation = God working within His world 
to redeem and restore all things

“...Until the time for restoring all the things about 
which God spoke by the mouth of His holy 
prophets long ago.”

Acts 3:21



Church = the Kingdom community, formed 
by the Spirit, living now as it will be then

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayer.”

Acts 2:42



Mission = to announce Christ as King here 
and now and to anticipate the Kingdom

“But when they believed Philip preaching the 
good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized.”

Acts 8:12



“He (Paul) proclaimed the kingdom of God and 
taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all 
boldness and without hindrance!”

Acts 28:31



“Jesus was going through all the cities and village, 
teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of 
sickness. Seeing the people, He felt compassion for 
them, because they were distressed and dispirited 
like sheep without a shepherd.”

Matthew 9:35–36



The Church is not a collective of individuals, 
but a community; one family, made of 
diverse parts, who are not members 

together of an organization, but who are 
members of one another.



“For in one Spirit, we were all baptized into one 
body….Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it.”

1 Corinthians 12:13, 27



The Church is united not by a 
common purpose, but by 

a common identity.



We are sons and daughters; 
not slaves and orphans.



Church: 

Where hearts are healed through relationships.

Thinking is stretched through teaching.

Priorities are realigned through preaching.

Faith is inspired through testimony.







Anyone can love the idea of church. 
The challenge is to love the real church.



Fellowship in its New Testament sense is 
an inner unity expressed outwardly.

It is not just being together, 
but doing together.



“While the mission of the institutional church is to 
preach the Word and produce disciples, the church 
must disciple Christians in such a way that they live 
justly and integrate their faith with their work. 
So the church doesn’t directly change culture, but 
it disciples and supports people who do. Another 
balance has to do with society’s cultural institutions.”

Tim Keller 



“Rather than taking them over, or avoiding them 
as a corrupting influence, or treating them with 
indifference, Christians are to be a faithful presence 
within them.”

Tim Keller 



1. Christians should be a counter-culture.

Be marked by a striking multi-ethnicity; be 
pioneers in civility, in building bridges to those 
who oppose us; be famous for our generosity, 

care for the poor and commitment to justice in 
society; and be committed to the sanctity of life 

and to being a sexual counter-culture.



2. Christians need to be a faithful 
presence within their vocations.

The church must equip Christians with 
the doctrine of vocation to integrate 

their faith with their work.



3. Christians need to experience 
Christ-like formation in a digital age

In our digital age, we need to endeavor 
to practice spiritual disciplines for 

spiritual formation.



Prayer:

Lord, our God, help us to walk with You, 
on the pathway to be like You and to live

out Your mission in our world. 

Bind us together as a church, so that we 
may bring the Good News that Jesus is King 

to the ends of the earth.



Prayer:

Open our hearts and our communities to 
the needy, the afflicted, the oppressed.

May we radiate the Living King and 
transform our lives in the hope of the 

resurrection. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.
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