


“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I 
may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way 
you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of 
grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 
to answer everyone.”

Colossians 4:2–6



“Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be 
salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavours of this 
earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste 
godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end 
up in the garbage.” 

Matthew 5:13 (MSG)



“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, 
bringing out the God-colours in the world. God is not 
a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as 
public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, 
you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, 
do you? I’m putting you on a light stand.”

Matthew 5:14-16 (MSG)



“Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light 
stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with 
your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt 
people to open up with God, this generous Father 
in heaven.”

Matthew 5:14-16 (MSG)



How do we live an OnMission Lifestyle?

We are always on mission; people around us 
always need to be ministered to. Therefore, 

we should always be living a mission-centered 
life wherever God has placed us. 

Essentially, there should be no change 
when we go on a mission trip.



This, then, is how you should pray:

“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.”  

Matthew 6:9–10



“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18–20



Big Question: What are characteristics 
of the mission-driven life? 

1. Devoted Prayer



“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray 
that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” 

Colossians 4:2–4



The kingdom of God comes through prayer.



“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer.” 

Acts 2:42



“And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.” 

Acts 2:47 



Prayer was essential to the early church growing. 

1. What does it mean, practically, to be devoted 
to prayer?

To be devoted to something, one must see it 
as an essential. It is the precursor to the 
objective being fulfilled.

1. What characteristics of the missional Christian’s 
prayer life can we discern from Paul’s description 
in Colossians 4:2–4?



Big Question: What are characteristics 
of the mission-driven life? 

1. Devoted Prayer
a) Devoted prayer is watchful.



There is a modern term for people who are awake…
it is “woke”. You’ve been “woke”. Or stay “woke”. 

Or get “woke”. What does this mean? 

“Woke” means being conscious of racial 
discrimination in society and other forms of 
oppression and injustice. In mainstream use, 

woke can also more generally describe 
someone or something as being “with it”.



Big Question: What are characteristics 
of the mission-driven life? 

1. Devoted Prayer
a) Devoted prayer is watchful.
b) Devoted prayer is thankful.



“Pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:17–18



“He (God) inhabits the praises of His people.” 

Psalm 22:3



How can we stay in a spirit of thanksgiving?



“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; His love 
endures forever.” 

Psalms 107:1



“To the only wise God be glory forever through 
Jesus Christ! Amen.” 

Romans 16:27



“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding.” 

Proverbs 3:5



What is another characteristic of devoted prayer?



Big Question: What are characteristics 
of the mission-driven life? 

1. Devoted Prayer
a) Devoted prayer is watchful.
b) Devoted prayer is thankful.
c) Devoted prayer includes petitions 

for open doors.



“And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for 
our message.” 

Colossians 4:3



For a follower of Christ, what looks like 
a closed door can very well be an open door…

an opportunity for Jesus to be found. 



Big Question: What are characteristics 
of the mission-driven life? 

1. Devoted Prayer
a) Devoted prayer is watchful.
b) Devoted prayer is thankful.
c) Devoted prayer includes petitions 

for open doors.

2. A Wise Lifestyle



“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity.” 

Colossians 4:5



“Remember that at that time you were separate 
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and 
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without 
hope and without God in the world.” 

Ephesians 2:12



“Wisdom” in this context means to choose the 
best and most appropriate actions in order for 

others to see and come to know Christ. 



“In the same way, let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16



What does it mean to live wisely in the 
way we act towards outsiders? 

1. Live an Authentic Christ Following Life



“Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in 
them, because if you do, you will save both yourself 
and your hearers.” 

1 Timothy 4:16



The wisest thing you can do around those 
who are outside is have a walk that 

matches your talk. 



What does it mean to live wisely in the 
way we act towards outsiders? 

1. Live an Authentic Christ Following Life

2. Use Your Time Strategically



“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity.” 

Colossians 4:5



“Kairos” has to do with a season or a 
special or decisive moment.

People around us go through decisive and critical 
moments that we must be aware of and take 

advantage of for the kingdom of God. 
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