
 

 
Week 9: Who is the Church? 

  

FACILITATOR’S NOTE:   
✓ Start your group discussion with the “Check-in” question to help your members reflect back on their week and 

follow up on last week’s application challenge.    
✓ Review the “Big Idea” to help you gain clarity around the heart of this week’s message and focus your group’s 

discussion towards a clear direction. 
✓ Read this week’s scripture passages together and guide your group through the “Discuss” questions to initiate 

meaningful dialogue around key concepts or insights from this week’s message. 
✓ Move your group discussion to a deeper level by leading them through questions in “Apply”. Use discernment to 

customize these application questions to meet the needs & dynamics of your group.   
NOTE: You do not have to cover all the questions provided in “Apply”.  

✓ Connect with God together as a group through this week’s “prayer practice”, which can be in the form of a prayer 
exercise or some guidance on what to pray for in relation to the message or application.  

 

CHECK-IN  What has the Holy Spirit been speaking to you about your understanding of who 
God is? 

BIG IDEA  The church is a group of people unified through a common identity as sons and 
daughters of God, the family of God. We form a community through this identity 
to reflect how God’s future kingdom will look like. Then we live in anticipation 
of what new creation will be. The community functions because of the cause or 
mission of announcing Christ as King and living Christ-like embodied lives. We 
prepare for his kingdom by engaging people in our culture. 

DISCUSS   Read Acts 2:26, 42; 3:21; 8:12; 28:31; 1 Corinthians 12:13, 27 together.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Since church is a community, what are some critical functions the early 
church in the book of Acts employed to sustain health and growth?  

2. In 1 Corinthians 12:12-26, Paul uses the human body as a metaphor to 
describe the church. What can we learn from the body that will help use 
relate to each other in the church? Why are you important to the body 
(church)? 

3. When the early church proclaimed the gospel (good news) that Jesus is 
King they disrupted the fabric of social and political life in their culture. 
The ruling class was threatened and hostile to the Christian message. 
What aspects of the gospel disrupt our modern culture?  

4. Why does the church generally create a negative impression in our 

 



 
culture? 

 
 

APPLY 
How do we respond to 
God’s teaching in 
meaningful ways? What 
might God ask of us in 
mind, spirit, or actions? 

1. What can we do as a church and LifeGroup that would reflect to our 
world how life will be like in God’s future kingdom?  

2. In what ways can you live counter-culture that would inspire your family, 
friends and co-workers to follow Jesus?  

3. For their to be a reformation in our economics, politics, academia, media, 
arts and technology, Christians are to live as a “faithful presence” within 
their vocations. In what ways can you be an influence in and through 
your vocations that would make an impact? Or are we indifferent or 
skeptical that change can occur? 

4. At the Bridge, we function through a discipleship model of Gather, Group, 
Give and Go. How do these four aspects impact your spiritual growth?  
Is there an aspect of this model that is not influencing your life?  

 

PRAYER 
PRACTICE 

 

Pray this prayer either together as a group or in pairs: 
 
Lord, our God, help us to walk with you, And  
On the pathway to be like you and 
To live out your mission in our world.  
Bind us together as a church 
So that we may bring the Good News that 
Jesus is King to the ends of the earth. 
 
Open our hearts and our communities 
To the needy, the afflicted, the oppressed. 
May we radiate the Living King and  
Transform our lives in the hope of the resurrection. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

 

 

 


