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Dear Santa,

I’ve been good all year. Most of the time. 
Once in a while. Never mind. 

I’ll buy my own stuff.



Dear Santa,

Do you get paid? Do you have another job 
you do 364 days? How old are you? When you 

deliver presents, do you eat all the cookies 
right then or save them?



Dear Santa,

How are you? Well, enough chit chat. 
Let’s get down to business. This year, I want…

a big space LEGO set, some jelly beans, 
and a Nintendo game. I promise to be 

good the rest of the year.



Dear Santa,

When it was Saturday, I promised I would 
try to be good the whole winter vacation. 

But it seems like I did not succeed. Will you 
still give me a present anyway?



How many of you have made a 
promise to someone? 

How many of you have 
broken a promise?



“God spoke, ‘Let us make human beings in our 
image, making them reflecting our 
nature’…God created human beings; He 
created them godlike, reflecting God’s nature. 
He created them male and female. God 
blessed them: ‘Prosper! Reproduce! Fill Earth! 
Take charge!’”

Genesis 1:26–27



Adam & Eve in the Garden of Eden



Death Impacts Humanity

1. Death of connection
2. Death of continuation



“Man is literally split in two: he has an 
awareness of his own splendid uniqueness in 
that he sticks out of nature with a towering 
majesty, and yet he goes back into the ground 
a few feet in order to blindly and dumbly rot 
and disappear forever…”

Ernest Becker



“This is the terror: to have emerged from 
nothing, to have a name, consciousness of 
self, deep inner feelings, an excruciating inner 
yearning for life and self-expression and with 
all this yet to die.”

Ernest Becker



“There is a reason why, in the ancient story at 
the beginning of the Bible…Adam and Eve are 
not allowed to eat of the Tree of Life once they 
have rebelled against God. [It is] because God 
will not give immortality to people who are 
deeply infected with this disease called 
rebellion or idolatry or sin.”

N.T. Wright



DEATH

1. Existence — loneliness, guilt, fear

2. Relationship with God, others, and creation

3. Future — death



LIFE

1. Existence — peace and joy

2. Relationships are restored

3. Future — Christ came to bring eternal 
life and immortality



“And I will put enmity between you [serpent] 
and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he [Jesus] will crush your head 
[final judgment], and you will strike his 
heel [crucifixion].”

Genesis 3:15



“This vision is for a future time. It describes the 
end, and it will be fulfilled. If it seems slow in 
coming, wait patiently, for it will surely take 
place. It will not be delayed.”

Habakkuk 2:3



“God is not a human being, that He should lie, 
or a mortal that He should change His mind. 
Has He promised and will He not do it? 
Has He spoken and will He not fulfill it?”

Numbers 23:19



Tower of Babel



Abraham & Sarah

Isaac



“Abraham will surely become a great and 
powerful nation, and all nations on earth 
will be blessed through him.”

Genesis 18:18



“Know then that it is those of faith who are 
the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles 
by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations 
be blessed.’ So then, those who are of faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”

Galatians 3:7–9





Kings, Priests & Prophets



Babylonian Captivity of the Jewish People



PURPOSE > PROMISE > 
PROCESS > PROVISION





“For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon His shoulder; and 
He is named Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
authority shall grow continually and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David 
and his kingdom.”

Isaiah 9:6–7



“He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most  High. The Lord God will give Him the 
throne of His father David, and He will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom 
will never end.”

Luke 1:32



“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw His star when it rose and have come 
to worship Him.”

Matthew 2:1–2



“When King Herod heard this, he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When 
he had called together all the people’s chief 
priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Messiah was to be born.”

Matthew 2:3–4



“‘In Bethlehem in Judea’, they replied, ‘for this 
is what the prophet has written: But you 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.”

Matthew 2:5–6



DEATH

1. Existence — loneliness, guilt, fear

2. Relationship with God, others, and creation

3. Future — death



LIFE

1. Existence — peace and joy

2. Relationships are restored

3. Future — Christ came to bring eternal 
life and immortality



“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, 
peace, goodwill toward humanity.”

Luke 2:14



“I will bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.”

Luke 2:10–11



“[Mary] will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give Him the name Jesus, because He will save 
His people from their sins…they will call Him 
Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’).”

Matthew 1:21



“[God] has helped His servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful to Abraham 
and his descendants forever, just as He 
promised our ancestors.”

Luke 1:54–55



“But it has now been revealed through the 
appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.”

2 Timothy 1:10



“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O 
death, is your sting?”

1 Corinthians 15:55



The death of death in the death of Christ 
means victory for those who believe.



“I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall 
live. And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die.”

John 11:25–26



“For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”

John 3:16



THE GREATEST PROMISE

1. God is faithful to His word and does 
what He says.

2. God’s ultimate destiny is for the good 
of His creation and humanity.

3. Trust allows us to love someone.



“For no matter how many promises God has 
made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. And so through 
Him, the ‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory 
of God.”

2 Corinthians 1:20



It is only a tiny rosebud,
A flower of God’s design;

But I cannot unfold the petals
With these clumsy hands of mine.

The secret of unfolding flowers
Is not known to such as I.

God opens this flower so easily,
But in my hands they die.



If I cannot unfold a rosebud,
This flower of God’s design,

Then how can I have the wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?

So I’ll trust in God for leading
Each moment of my day.

I will look to God for guidance
In each step of the way.



The path that lies before me,
Only my Lord knows.

I’ll trust God to unfold the moments,
Just as He unfolds the rose.



Prayer:

God, You are faithful and good. Thank You 
for Your promises and for doing what 
You say. This Christmas, we celebrate 

the greatest promise given to us through 
the gift of Your Son Jesus. Help us to trust 

Your process and love You with all of 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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