


Are you experiencing the 
fullness of Christ?



2020 Vision: 
Deeper. Closer. Wider. Higher.



Deeper in Christ, closer with each other, and 
wider through our influence/impact, and 

higher than our circumstances.



1. Deep is good.



“Deep” implies substance. If something 
is deep, it’s profound; it’s sufficient; it’s real; 
it’s enduring. We want to be deep people. 

We want to live deep lives.



“Stay with what you heard from the beginning, 
the original message. Let it sink into your life. 
If what you heard from the beginning lives 
deeply in you, you will live deeply in both Son 
and Father.” 

1 John 2:24–25



DEEPER:
• Deep Joy
• Deep Walk
• Deep Cleansing
• Deep Desire
• Deep Hope
• Deep Love
• Deep Certainty



“I’ve followed Jesus since I was a little girl, 
and from that point on I pretty much stuck 
with the ‘Christian program’. These days 
I’m involved in lots of church activities, but I 
honestly can’t remember a time when my 
walk with Christ felt really meaningful. 
Sometimes my faith feels like it’s on the same 
level as grocery shopping—I probably need to 
do it, but it sure isn’t an adventure.

Marissa



“Honestly, I kind of feel let down. Some 
Christians seem so confident about their 
faith, but after all this time I still don’t get it. 
I’ve always thought there must be something 
more to being a Christian. So how do I get 
that deeper life with Jesus?”

Marissa



“That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands 
have touched—this we proclaim concerning 
the Word of life. The life appeared; we have 
seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
has appeared to us.” 

1 John 1:1–4



“We proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to 
make our joy complete.”

1 John 1:1–4



1. Deep is good.
2. Jesus Christ really lived.



Third generation believers were those who 
heard about Jesus from someone who heard 

about Jesus from someone who actually 
met Jesus. You get the idea. After three 

generations, things can get a little ragged. 
Questions come up. Doubts creep in: 
Did it really happen? Is it really true?



Jesus Christ really lived! We saw Him, 
we heard Him, and we touched Him.



1. Deep is good.
2. Jesus Christ really lived.
3. We have really experienced Him.



Jesus Christ didn’t just live, John tells us, 
but He also changed our lives.



“We have seen”, “we have heard”, “we have 
touched”: John uses what’s called the perfect 

tense, which describes past action with 
continuing results. They’ve been changed 

by the experience.



“The Word of life.” “We proclaim to you 
the eternal life.” Jesus isn’t just a source of life. 

He, Himself, is life. To know Him is to live.



Is Jesus Christ your life? 
Are you experiencing Christ?



1. Deep is good.
2. Jesus Christ really lived.
3. We have really experienced Him.
4. We really want you to experience it too.



Jesus Christ really lived. We have really 
experienced Him. And we really want 

you to experience Him, too.



“We proclaim to you what we have seen 
and heard, so that you also may have 
fellowship with us.”

1 John 1:3



Fellowship = koinonia in the Greek; 
“to share, or to have something 

in common”



“We write this to make our joy complete.”

1 John 1:4



The Christian experience is incomplete 
until we’ve shared it with others.



“Christian community is the common living of 
people who have a shared experience of Jesus 
Christ. They talk about this experience, they 
urge each other to grow more deeply in it, 
and they discover that through it, they begin
to build a life together unlike any shared life 
in the world.” 

Gary Burge – Bible Commentator
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