




“This is the message we heard from Jesus and 
now declare to you: God is light, and there is no 
darkness in Him at all. So we are lying if we say 
we have fellowship with God, but go on living 
in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the 
truth. But if we are living in the light, as God is 
in the light, then we have fellowship with each 
other, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses 
us from all sin.”

1 John 1:5–7







God is light, not just to dazzle us, not just 
to get us to heaven, but to get heaven 

into us now.



“Therefore everyone who hears these words 
of mine and puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock. 
The rain came down, the streams rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house; 
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation 
on the rock.” 

Matthew 7:24–27



“But everyone who hears these words of mine 
and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and 
it fell with a great crash.” 

Matthew 7:24–27



“And we can be sure that we know Him if we 
obey His commandments. If someone 
claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s 
commandments, that person is a liar and is 
not living in the truth. But those who obey 
God’s Word truly show how completely they 
love Him. That is how we know we are living 
in Him. Those who say they live in God 
should live their lives as Jesus did.” 

I John 2:3–6



Religion: If I obey, then God will love and 
accept me.

Gospel: I’m loved and accepted; therefore, 
I wish to obey.



Walk the talk.



“Christianity in today’s society no longer 
looks like Jesus.”

Barna, 2007



84% of young non-Christians say they know 
a Christian personally, yet only 15% say the 
lifestyles of those believers are noticeably 

different in a good way.



What would Jesus do…if He were me?



“Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you 
about this: when people do what is right, it 
shows that they are righteous, even as Christ is 
righteous. But when people keep on sinning, it 
shows that they belong to the devil, who has 
been sinning since the beginning. But the Son 
of God came to destroy the works of the devil.”

I John 3:7–10



“Those who have been born into God’s family 
do not make a practice of sinning, because 
God’s life is in them. So they can’t keep on 
sinning, because they are children of God. So 
now we can tell who are children of God and 
who are children of the devil. Anyone who does 
not live righteously and does not love his 
brother does not belong to God.”

I John 3:7–10



A walk is day in and day out praying; day in 
and day out Bible and Psalms reading; day in 

and day out obeying, talking to Christian 
friends and going to corporate worship, 

committing yourself to and fully participating 
in the life of a church. It is rhythmic, on and on 
and on. To walk with God is a metaphor that 

symbolizes slow and steady progress.



“God the Father knew you and chose you long 
ago, and His Spirit has made you holy.”

1 Peter 1:2



“As obedient children, do not conform to 
the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. But just as He who called you is 
holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: 
‘Be holy, because I am holy’.”

1 Peter 1:14–16



“I have been seized by the power of a 
great affection.”

Brennan Manning



“And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love 
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God.”

Ephesians 3:17–19
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