
For none of us lives for ourselves
alone, and none of us dies for
ourselves alone.

ROMANS 14:7



Our tendency to cluster and our
proclivity to divide can be costly.

Disunity distracts the believer
and discourages the seeker. 



Our job description is simple: 
to build a fire so high that

anyone lost can see it, so warm
that anyone cold can be warmed
by it. But when we argue about

the nature and the contents and
the height of the fire, we get

distracted.



Who wants to step out of the
treacherous sea of life and set

foot on an island (church) that is
equally or even more

tumultuous through division?



I wonder how many of you have
walked past the faith because
you figured, "If they can't love

each other, I'm not going to trust
the love they have."



The Apostle Paul Shares a
Prescription for Disunity



"Make every effort, keep on
making every effort, never stop

making efforts." 
In other words, the garden of unity

must be tended constantly. You
don't make unity and then walk
away from it. You're constantly

making every effort.



“May the God who gives
endurance and encouragement
give you the same attitude of
mind toward each other that
Christ Jesus had,  so that with
one mind and one voice you
may glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

ROMANS 15:5-9



Accept one another, then, just as
Christ accepted you, to bring
praise to God. For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of
the Jews on behalf of God’s
truth, so that the promises made
to the patriarchs might be

ROMANS 15:5-9



confirmed and, moreover, that
the Gentiles might glorify God
for his mercy.

ROMANS 15:5-9



An important recognition for any
church to maintain unity. There are

matters of doctrine. There are
matters of opinion. There are

matters of truth. There are matters
of preference.



Issues at the core of the gospel
revolve around the death, burial,

and resurrection of Jesus. On those
issues there are no opinions. There
is only truth. But outside of that is

a plethora of opinions. 



We have a saying here 
at the bridge, 

“In the essentials we have unity, in
the non-essentials we have liberty,

and in all things we show love.”



Not only are we not to argue with
one another, we are not to pass

judgement. Now, there is a
difference between having good

judgment, and passing
judgement. 



Do not judge, or you too will be
judged. For in the same way you
judge others, you will be judged,
and with the measure you use, it
will be measured to you. “Why
do you look at the speck of
sawdust in your brother’s eye

matthew 7:1-4



and pay no attention to the
plank in your own eye? How can
you say to your brother, ‘Let me
take the speck out of your eye,’
when all the time there is a
plank in your own eye?

matthew 7:1-4



Passing judgement is putting
someone in a box, defining them,

and not allowing God’s Grace,
God’s Truth, or God’s Time to

have its effect. 



We must accept one another as
Christ accepts us. 



We accept whom Christ accepts. If
they have in faith called God their
Father and Christ their Savior, we

call them a brother or sister.



The definition of the church is
simple then. Regardless of your

heritage or what the sign out front
may say, or what your opinions
may be on certain disputable

matters: if you call Christ brother
and God Father, you and I are in

the same family.



Let's do what makes peace and
helps one another. 



Our task is to build a big fire so
that those who are still searching
can find a safe place, and those

who are here can stay warm. May
God enable us to do exactly that.


