
 

Week 4: Above All Else 

 
 FACILITATOR’S NOTE: 
Regarding COVID: While stress from the COVID-19 pandemic is still high, be sure to check in with group 
members with what has come to be known as CPR (Care, Prayer, Remember):  

• Care refers to loving and supporting each other, from helping one another with tangible needs, rejoicing 
in celebrations together, and supporting personal struggles with encouragement and empathy 

• Prayer refers to bringing our worries and needs before God and depending on him for the answers as we 
pray for each other, our community, and the world 

• Remember refers to reflecting on God for who He is, what He has done in our lives, and what He is 
capable of doing 

For more resources on care and prayer, check out the Slack channels.  

Using the Discussion Questions: 
• Start your group discussion with the “Check-in” question to help your members reflect back on their week 

and follow up on last week’s application challenge.    

• Review the “Big Idea” to help you gain clarity around the heart of this week’s message. 

• Read this week’s scripture passages together and guide your group through the “Discuss” questions to 
initiate meaningful dialogue around key concepts or insights from this week’s message. 

• Move your group discussion to a deeper level by leading them through questions in “Apply”. Use 
discernment to customize these application questions to meet the needs & dynamics of your group.   

NOTE: You do not have to cover all the “Discuss” or “Apply” questions.  

• Connect with God together as a group through this month’s “prayer practice”, which can be in the form of a 
prayer exercise or some guidance on what to pray for in relation to the message or application.  

 

CHECK-IN 
As you reflect on this past week’s events, what insights come up with 
respect to God’s healing of your hurts in your life? 

BIG IDEA 
With so much division over so many sensitive topics, Christians’ 
ability to be unified is what will set us apart. This kind of unity doesn’t 
happen naturally. It comes from above. 

Jesus prayed for unity among His followers.  God’s love leads us to 
accept and love other believers with pure and unselfish motives.  Our 
unity brings glory to God. 



DISCUSS  Read John 17:20-23 Romans 14:7-19, 15:5-7  
1. What in the sermon spoke to you, challenged you, or was a new 

thought to you? 
2. What obstacles that will hinder or limit Christian unity? 
3. What does it mean to accept other believers without passing 

judgement? Does that mean there will never be conflicts or 
disagreements in the church family? 

APPLY 
How do we respond to God’s 
teaching in meaningful ways? 
What might God ask of us in 
mind, spirit, or actions? 

The church family consists of people with different perspectives, 
backgrounds, generations, values, and life experiences.  
1. How does understanding people are created differently help you 

appreciate the differences; change your perception of others and 
the way you interact with them? 

2. What are some ways we can celebrate the diversity in our church 
family and strengthen our unity in Christ? 

3. What habits do you need to change or adopt to become more open 
and considerate of others, make peace and offer more mercy as a 
bridge builder? 

PRAYER PRACTICE 
(15 minutes) 
 

We are created in the Image of God. 
This prayer comes in two parts: 

1. Although it may not seem or feel like it at times, we are bearers of 
God’s Image. We need to be reminded that God made us good.   
• Reflect on the following verse: 

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full well”. (Psalms 139:14)   

• Then take a few minutes in silence to listen only to God’s voice, 
abounding in love and faithfulness, bring this truth to you. 

  

2. Often, we see God’s Image in others more clearly than we see it in 
ourselves.   

In the next few minutes of silence: 

• Ask God to bring a friend, family member, co-worker or 
neighbour to your mind.  

• Ask God for the sight to see God’s Image in them.  
• Ask God how this person might become more aware of God’s 

Image in themselves, and finally; 
• Ask God how you might play a part in this (words, acts of 

service, gifts, etc.). May you become God’s faithful messenger 
to them. 

 Group Practice:  

As prompted by the Holy Spirit, group members share what they might 
have received from God during this prayer practice. What did you hear 
from God? 

 


