
 

 

 

 PARENT DEVOTION 
 MY FRIEND JESUS | LESSON 5  

SHOW THEM YOU CARE 
  

And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. – John 

13:14 

 

JESUS WASHES HIS DISCIPLES’ FEET 
 

READ JOHN 13:1-17 

“People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.” This quote, attributed to 

Theodore Roosevelt, says a lot about the importance of showing our love and care for others in our 

actions. We are usually so eager to share our knowledge with people, and there isn’t anything wrong 

with that. But what people are really hungry for is to be cared for. They want to know that you see them 

as a unique, important human being valued by God. They want to know you care before they care about 

what you know. 

 

Jesus was an expert at showing people how much he cared for them, constantly giving them concrete, 

physical examples of his love. In this week’s passage, Jesus and some of his friends and followers were 

having dinner together. It was customary in that day, since the roads were dry and dusty and people 

wore sandals, for the host of a dinner to provide feet-washing for their guests. But the task was always 

performed by a servant since it was a lowly, dirty job. 

 

Jesus turned the tables and challenged every expectation yet again. How shocked his disciples must 

have been when he quietly began to wash their feet. The Savior King took the humble role of a servant 

in order to show his disciples how much he loved them. Though they may not have fully understood the 

significance of the act, they never had to wonder how much Jesus cared. Tenderly serving his friends, 

he showed them what it means to go out and be a good friend to others. 

 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT 
 

1. Have you ever experienced someone wanting to share their knowledge or opinion with you when you 

had no idea whether they cared about you as a person? What did that feel like? 

2. Feet-washing is not a common practice in our society today. What are some ways that we can show 

this same kind of humility and love for our friends?  

3. When has someone expressed their love for you with an act of service? When was the last time you 

expressed love to someone by humbly serving them? 
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