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Matthew 6:19-24
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in 
and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the 



Matthew 6:19-24
lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body 
will be full of light. But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole 
body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness! “No one can serve two 
masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money.”



Greed can hide a lot easier than any other sin and it can 
be hard to detect 



Greed hides itself by letting you off the hook



Greed can be found in spenders and savers



Greed gives only to places where you want to give and 
gives excuses for areas where they don’t give



Mark 12:41
“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings 
were put and watched the crowd putting their money 
into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large 
amounts.”



Matthew 6:24
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 
one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.



Matthew 19:16
“If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  
Then come, follow me.  When the young man heard this, 
he went away sad, because he had great wealth”. 



Thoughts on Generosity
• Everything that we own, the time, talents, and treasures 

all came from God 



Genesis 1:1 – In the Beginning God created
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Malachi 3:8-10
“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you 
ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and 
offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—
because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 



Malachi 3:8-10
Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that there will not be room enough to 
store it.
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Old Testament way of giving:
Obey God, give, and then be blessed
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Ephesians 1:3
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ.”



in light of the gospel the question is not how much are 
we willing to give, but how much are 

we willing to withhold 



The average Canadian tithes 2.43% of their 
income.

20% of the average church member gives 
nothing.  



Halim Suh

“The heart of greed asks how much do I have to give, but 
the heart of Christlike generosity says how much do I get 
to give in light of what Jesus has done for me?”



John Piper

“I think the local church has a unique and special place in 
God’s plan and therefore a special claim on the giving of 
its people. Other kinds of ministries are wonderful, and I 
want them all to flourish. But the one institution in the 
world that is clearly rooted in the New Testament and in 
the gospel is the local church. If that institution fails, 



John Piper

all other ministries become ineffective. Indeed, if the 
church fails, all other ministries become unbiblical. The 
local church is the seedbed for all other ministries. The 
church is the place where the participants in those 
ministries find their nourishment and the biblical 
expression of their corporate worship.



Three Primary purposes of money, 
wealth, and possessions in scripture
1. To give appropriate care for one’s own family and 

prevent them from becoming a burden to others. 
2. To help those who are in need, especially the family of 

faith 
3. To encourage and support God’s work in spreading the 

gospel of the kingdom both at home and around the 
world.  




