


Acts 10:1-8 

There was a man named Cornelius who lived in Caesarea, 
captain of the Italian Guard stationed there. He was a 
thoroughly good man. He had led everyone in his house 
to live worshipfully before God, was always helping people 
in need, and had the habit of prayer. One day about three 
o’clock in the afternoon he had a vision. An angel of God,
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as real as his next-door neighbor, came in and said, 
“Cornelius.” Cornelius stared hard, wondering if he was 
seeing things. Then he said, “What do you want, sir?” The 
angel said, “Your prayers and neighborly acts have 
brought you to God’s attention. Here’s what you are to do. 
Send men to Joppa to get Simon, the one everyone
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calls Peter. He is staying with Simon the Tanner, whose 
house is down by the sea.” As soon as the angel was 
gone, Cornelius called two servants and one particularly 
devout soldier from the guard. He went over with them in 
great detail everything that had just happened, and then 
sent them off to Joppa. 



Acts 10:9-23 

The next day as the three travelers were approaching the 
town, Peter went out on the balcony to pray. It was about 
noon. Peter got hungry and started thinking about lunch. 
While lunch was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He 
saw the skies open up. Something that looked like a huge 
blanket lowered by ropes at its four corners settled on
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the ground. Every kind of animal and reptile and bird you 
could think of was on it. Then a voice came: “Go to it, 
Peter—kill and eat.” Peter said, “Oh, no, Lord. I’ve never so 
much as tasted food that was not kosher.” The voice 
came a second time: “If God says it’s okay, it’s okay. This 
happened three times, and then the blanket was pulled
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back up into the skies. As Peter, puzzled, sat there trying to 
figure out what it all meant, the men sent by Cornelius 
showed up at Simon’s front door. They called in, asking if 
there was a Simon, also called Peter, staying there. Peter, 
lost in thought, didn’t hear them, so the Spirit whispered to 
him, “Three men are knocking at the door looking for you.
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Get down there and go with them. Don’t ask any 
questions. I sent them to get you.” Peter went down and 
said to the men, “I think I’m the man you’re looking for. 
What’s up?” They said, “Captain Cornelius, a God-fearing 
man well-known for his fair play—ask any Jew in this part 
of the country— was commanded by a holy angel



Acts 10:9-23 

to get you and bring you to his house so he could hear 
what you had to say.” Peter invited them in and made 
them feel at home.



Acts 10:34-36 

“Peter fairly exploded with his good news: “It’s God’s own 
truth, nothing could be plainer: God plays no favorites! It 
makes no difference who you are or where you’re from—if 
you want God and are ready to do as he says, the door is 
open. The Message he sent to the children of Israel-
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that through Jesus Christ everything is being put together 
again—well, he’s doing it everywhere, among everyone.”



As Peter shares with them, the Holy spirit falls on the 
whole room.  They all become followers of Jesus, AND they 

were all baptized right there and then



Jesus broke down all kinds of barriers to realize God’s 
intention. This led him to the cross, which was God’s 

greatest expression of love that included all of humanity.



Ephesians 2:20-22

“You’re no longer strangers or outsiders. You belong 
here, with as much right to the name Christian as 
anyone. God is building a home. He’s using us all –
irrespective of how we got here – in what he is 
building. He used the apostles and prophets for the 
foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick
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by brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as the 
cornerstone that holds all the parts together. We see it 
taking shape day after day – a holy temple built by God, 
all of us built into it, a temple in which God is quite at 
home.”



To belong is to be truly embraced, accepted and 
welcomed – to be loved and unaccepted without 

conditions



the kind of hospitality and welcome that Jesus expresses 
in the story of the Good Samaritan is risky, unconditional, 

and counter to any kind of boundary line that seeks to 
separate insiders and outsiders.



Romans 15:7

“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you”



Acceptance of others is an act of generosity.



Are the decisions we are making, the vision we have, the 
culture we’re perpetrating related to “who is not yet in the 

room” or “to us that already belong?



Are we really inclusive? Or just tolerant?



Sarah Bessey

“This is life of the resurrection, too:  a life of welcome to 
outsiders.  In a world of boundary markers and who-is-in-
and-I-want-them-out, we are part of the new world.  We 
know that we were outsiders ourselves - we all were.  
That’s the point.  None of us could save ourselves. But 
Jesus inaugurates this new world where all of us outsiders
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become insiders. And we live in a kingdom of hearts and 
minds now where we embody that by gathering the very 
ones that no one else wants and pulling them in, 
whispering, “you belong right here with us.”.  Oh, following 
Jesus is inconvenient sometimes.”



Let’s be a church that builds a longer table, 
not higher fences.






