
 

 

 

 PARENT DEVOTION 
 MIRACLES | LESSON 4  

THE MIRACLE OF FRIENDS 
  

Then they lowered the sick man on his mat down into the crowd, right in front of Jesus. – Luke 5:19b 

 

JESUS HEALS A PARALYZED MAN 
 

READ LUKE 5: 17-26 

Who’s your best friend? Why are they your best friend? There are so many answers to that question! We 

choose our friends for a variety of reasons: common interests, kids the same age, they live in our 

neighborhood. But our best friends? The reasons for them tend to be deeper things like they are there 

when we need them, or they understand what we feel and need before we even understand it 

ourselves. Those are the kinds of friends we keep for a lifetime. 
 

The Bible has a few examples of some famous friendships: David and Jonathan, Ruth and Naomi, 

among others. But the friends in today’s passage stand out for their willingness to go above and 

beyond. In fact, when they couldn’t reach Jesus because of the crowds, they were so desperate to get 

their paralyzed friend inside that they dug a hole in the roof and lowered their friend down on a mat. 

Right there, Jesus healed the man both physically and spiritually. Imagine how it must have felt to hear 

Jesus say to their friend, “Your sins are forgiven” and “get up and walk.” Was this what the friends had 

hoped for? Did it exceed their expectations? 
 

Who are the friends who will “carry” you to Jesus when you can’t reach him by yourself? The ones who 

show up just when you need them. The ones who aren’t afraid to walk alongside you during hard times. 

The ones who pray on your behalf when you don’t know what to pray. Thank God for these friends who 

bring you closer to Jesus! And may you be that kind of friend to others. 

 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT 
 

1. Who are your friends that would “carry” you? Say a prayer of thanks for them and then let them 

know sometime this week how grateful you are for them. 

2. When has a friend gone “above and beyond” for you? How did it feel? How did their willingness 

impact your friendship? 

3. What are some practical ways you can help “carry” people in your life closer to Jesus? 
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