


Why should I care about spiritual growth?



Luke 8:4-8 

While a large crowd was gathering and people 

were coming to Jesus from town after town, he 

told this parable: “A farmer went out to sow his 

seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 

along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds 

ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, and”



Luke 8:4-8 

“when it came up, the plants withered because 

they had no moisture. Other seed fell among 

thorns, which grew up with it and choked the 

plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up 

and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than 

was sown.” When he said this, he called out,”



Luke 8:4-8 

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 



Luke 8:11-15 

“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is 

the word of God. Those along the path are the 

ones who hear, and then the devil comes and 

takes away the word from their hearts, so that 

they may not believe and be saved. Those on the 

rocky ground are the ones who receive the word”



Luke 8:11-15 

“with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. 

They believe for a while, but in the time of testing 

they fall away. The seed that fell among thorns 

stands for those who hear, but as they go on their 

way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and 

pleasures, and they do not mature.”



Luke 8:11-15 

“But the seed on good soil stands for those with a 

noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain 

it, and by persevering produce a crop.”



How to Grow Spiritually

• You can’t just know God, you got to be willing 

to grow in God.



Luke 8:5 

“A farmer went out to plant some seed and he 

scattered it across his field.  Some seed fell on a 

footpath where it was stepped on. And the birds 

came and they ate it.” 



Luke 8:12

“The hard path where some seed fell represents 

the hard hearts of those who hear the words of 

God but the evil one comes and steals the words 

away and prevents people from believing and 

being saved.”



Why do people choose 
to be closed to God? 

• Fear
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Why do people choose 
to be closed to God? 

• Fear

•Bitterness

• Pride



How to Grow Spiritually

• You can’t just know God, you got to be willing to 

grow in God.

• You can’t just have an emotional moment with 

God, but you got to commit to growing.



Luke 8:6 

“Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying 

rock. This seed began to grow but soon it 

withered and died for lack of moisture.”



Luke 8:13 

“Some people are like the seeds on rocky soil.  

They welcome the word with joy whenever they 

hear it, but they don’t develop any roots.  They 

believe for a while but when their faith is tested 

they abandon it.” 



How to Put Down Roots

• Commit to connecting with others.
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How to Put Down Roots

• Commit to connecting with others.

• Commit to building spiritual habits

• Commit to use your talents, gifts, abilities God 

has given to help somebody else.

• Commit to fulfilling our purpose. 



How to Grow Spiritually

• You can’t just know God, have a heart for God, 

but you need to be ruthless with eliminating

distractions.



Luke 8:7 

“Some seed fell among thorny weeds.  But the 

weeds grew up and choked the good plants.” 



Luke 8:14 

“The thorny ground represents those who hear 

and accept the message but all too quickly the 

message is crowded out by the cares and riches 

and pleasures of this life.  So they never grow into 

maturity.”



What do the weeds look like today?

• Cares.



John Mark Comer

“What do I need to do to become the me I want to 

be (for God)”. 



Dallas Willard

“You must ruthlessly eliminate hurry from your 

life”. 



John Mark Comer

“Hurry is not of the evil one; hurry IS the evil one”.



What do the weeds look like today?
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What do the weeds look like today?

• Cares.

• Riches.

• Pleasures.



We all want purpose, but not at the expense of 
pleasure and comfort. 



We are always the sign of one thing - neglect



How to Grow Spiritually

• You can’t just know God, have a heart for God, 

but you need to be ruthless with eliminating

distractions.

•When you know God, commit to God, and

given your will to God – That is when you grow.






