


1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 

“Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to 

acknowledge those who work hard among you, 

who care for you in the Lord and who admonish 

you. Hold them in the highest regard in love 

because of their work. Live in peace with each”



1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 

“other. And we urge you, brothers and sisters, 

warn those who are idle and disruptive, 

encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be 

patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody 

pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive”



1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 

“to do what is good for each other and for 

everyone else. Rejoice always, pray 

continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”. 



When Jesus Christ is our priority, his family 
becomes our priority.



Metaphors - They give us a sense of what the 
church is designed to be. 



The concept of family dominates this section 
of 1 Thessalonians. Five times Paul refers to his 

readers as brothers and sisters (see verses 12, 14, 
25, 26, 27). Five times he uses family language. 



Encourage those in leadership roles 

•Acknowledge them. 



Hebrews 13:17 

"Have confidence in your leaders and submit to 

their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this 

so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 

that would be of no benefit to you." 



Encourage those in leadership roles 

•Acknowledge them.

• Esteem them.



Encourage those in leadership roles 

•Acknowledge them. 

• Esteem them.

• Love them.



Three things that leaders should do:

•Work hard.
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Three things that leaders should do:

•Work hard.

•Provide oversight (or care for others in the Lord).

•Admonish.
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Care for other family members

•Warn the idle.

• Encourage the timid.

•Help the weak.

•Be patient with everyone.



Care for other family members

•Don't pay back wrong for wrong.



Care for other family members

•Don't pay back wrong for wrong.

• Strive to do what is good.



Worship Together

•Rejoice always.



Leon Morris

“Few things about the New Testament are more 

remarkable than this continual stress on joy. Our 

information about the Early Church indicates 

that, from an outward point of view, there was 

little that could cause rejoicing. … [But] various”



Leon Morris

“derivatives of [the word] "joy" occur with startling 

frequency throughout the New Testament. The word 

for "grace," for example, and one of the verbs 

meaning "to forgive" are from this root. New 

Testament Christianity is permeated with”



Leon Morris

“the spirit of holy joy, and there is no reason why 

[our] Christianity should not have the same 

joyfulness. When we come together as a family, 

this joy should be reflected in our worship, in our 

music, in our praise.” 



Worship Together

•Rejoice always.

•Pray continually.



Worship Together

•Rejoice always.

•Pray continually.

•Be thankful in all circumstances.



Pray for one another.

• The God of peace—He is the source of love and 

peace in our relationships.

• Sanctify—Set you apart, bring about growth in 

every area of your life.



Pray for one another.

• Spirit, soul, body — every aspect of your life.

•He will do it—i.e., transform your life.



Three applications: 

•Make the head of the spiritual family your 

priority

•Make the family itself a priority

•Accept family responsibilities 




