
LEGENDARY JESUS 
Gr. 4+5 Leader Outline


LESSON #1: THE PRODIGAL SON

 
SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

For the Leader: Kidzone Video/timestamps;

For the children: crayons and markers; copies of the colouring sheet, the Word Search, and 
the Maze; balloons, one for each child; 2 balloon pumps 


BIG IDEA: Jesus is legendary because he loves everyone.

STORY: The Prodigal Son

BIBLICAL TEXT: Luke 15:11-32

VERSE: “The Lord is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with 
unfailing love.” Psalm 145:8  

All times are approximate! Worship Time is at about 3:40pm. Other than that, the Leader may decide 
what order the other activities listed below will be done, and/or if something will be omitted or 
changed. For example, the children could watch the Bible Story video and the Teaching video together, 
and then the Leader could ask all of the questions and do the other activities after watching both 
videos. Leaders should feel free to add their own elements, games, etc.


**Schedule

3:00-3:15pm: Greet kids as they arrive. Kids have free-choice time with the activities the Leader has 
set out & prepared from the bin, as well as the air-hockey table. Connect with kids, get to know them.

**3:15pm: Tidy up the activities and games. 

**3:20-3:40pm: Class Time

**3:40-3:55pm: Worship Time (in the Youth Lounge)

**3:55-4:30pm: Class Time


WELCOME & ICEBREAKER GAME:

Hey friends! Welcome to Kidzone at the bridge! Our names are__________. We are so glad you 
are here today! We are kicking off a brand-new, super awesome series called Legendary 
Jesus. Hmm, “legendary” Jesus? Does anyone here know what “legendary” means? (Let kids 
respond.) 

Legendary things or people tend to be famous and important. People remember them and 
talk about them with their friends. We can call Jesus “legendary” because he is remembered 
for the important things he did. Jesus taught people about God’s love, He healed people of 
their sicknesses, and He performed miracles. People talk about him over and over again – 
even now, thousands of years after he lived on earth! In this series, Legendary Jesus, we are 
going to be learning about who Jesus is, what he did and what makes him so...well, 
legendary! 


Let’s play a game to start off today—a legendary game! It’s famous, and it’s been around a 
long, long time, and you might actually have played it before…it’s called Red Light Green 
Light. I even played this game when I was little, and it’s remembered and loved for how 
legendary it is! 




Directions for Red Light Green Light

• Kids line up along one wall of the room. The Leader stands at the opposite wall. Move tables 

and chairs out of the way so there’s a clear path between the two walls. 
• When you say ‘Green Light’ everyone will move towards the Leader.  
• To make it more exciting, add different motions for them to do as they walk  
• like “Green light – jump!” or “Green light – tiptoe!”  
• When you say ‘Red Light’ everyone must immediately stop.  
• If kids are still moving when you call ‘Red Light’, they must go back to the start.  
• The game ends once all the kids have reached the Leader’s wall. 

• If there’s time, feel free to play several rounds. 

I hope you had fun playing that legendary game! Each week in this series, we are going to 
learn about something that makes Jesus legendary—something that Jesus is known and 
remembered for! That reminds me of our Big Idea for today. It says: Jesus is legendary 
because He loves everyone. Let’s say that together and let that sink in. (say big idea together, 
post the copy on the pole)


Jesus’s love truly is legendary! Not only does Jesus love YOU, but he also loves EVERYONE 
in the whole world. EVERYONE! No one in this world has ever messed up so many times that 
Jesus decided that He didn’t love them.


Now it’s time to check out our Bible Story about someone who experienced legendary love 
from his father! It’s a special story, a parable, that Jesus told called The Prodigal Son. Let’s 
check it out!


ANIMATED BIBLE STORY, “The Prodigal Son”

Watch the Bible Story from the Kidzone Online video. (4 min. 42 sec.) 

Talk About the Bible Story; Put kids into smaller groups with a leader or LIT to discuss the 
following questions. We aren’t looking for the “right” answer; instead, we want to listen to kids’ 
comments, validate their thoughts, and encourage kids to build on one another’s ideas. 

1. When Jesus told parables, He was usually teaching something about God and His 
kingdom. In this story, the father represents someone…who do you think it is? Why?


	 The father represents God, our Father. The parable is meant to remind us that no matter 
what we do, Jesus is waiting to welcome us home. He loves us unconditionally. No matter 
how awful we might be, or what terrible choices we might make, God loves and wants us to 
come home to Him and let Him clean us up. 

2. Who do you think the son represents? Why do you think that?

	 The son represents all of us. The son in the story wanted his inheritance – the money 
that was promised to him – early. The father gave it to him and let him go his own way, but he 
only ended up poor and hungry. God gives each of us “free will”, the freedom to do what we 
like, but…The son in the parable also shows us what happens when we choose our own way 
instead of God’s way. Things didn’t turn out so well for the son! Fortunately, just like the boy’s 
father in that story, Jesus is always waiting for us to come back to him and choose his way. 
That’s what makes his love so legendary!  



3. Here’s a harder question—who does the older brother represent? 

	 Jesus told this parable in response to something going on around him at the time. Let’s 
read the Bible and see what made Jesus tell this story. Read Luke 15:1+2…let kids tell their 
thoughts, then say…The Pharisees were people who tried really really hard to keep all of God’s 
commandments and to do EXACTLY what they thought God wanted. That’s not a bad thing! 
But, they started to think that all their work made them better people, and made God love 
them more than people who did bad things, like the tax collectors and the sinners. The 
Pharisees just didn’t think God loved everyone. The older brother represents people in the 
church, people who are Christians, who look down on people who may be struggling, or who 
aren’t Christians, or who do things that Christians think are bad. They forget that Jesus loves 
EVERYONE, no matter what. 


3:40-3:55 pm: WORSHIP TIME (in the Youth Lounge)


Even when we sin and do things God says are wrong, just like the boy’s father in that story, 
Jesus is always waiting for us to come back to him and choose his way. That’s what makes 
his love so legendary! 


Speaking of legendary, we have an all-new show to watch, called Jerry Reviews. Jerry’s show 
is going to review some of the most legendary video games of all time...and I don’t think you 
can say the words “legendary” and “video game” without mentioning Mario. Let’s watch!


TEACHING VIDEO - JERRY REVIEWS VIDEO GAMES

Watch the Teaching from the Kidzone Online video.. 

Talk About the Teaching Video Put kids into smaller groups with a leader or LIT to discuss 
the following questions. We aren’t looking for the “right” answer; instead, we want to listen to 
kids’ comments, validate their thoughts, and encourage kids to build on one another’s ideas. 

1. Jerry is going to review a “legendary video game” each week in this series. What are some 
video games that YOU think Jerry should review?


	 Listen to kids, validate their choices, have some fun with them! 

2. OK, now I have a BIG question for you.  “Will Jesus love me if…” I’m going to give you 
some real-life situations to think about, and you decide how Jesus might feel about it, and 
if Jesus would still love you if you did it. 

Directions:  

o Read through each of the below situations one at a time. 
o Tell the kids to ask themselves the following questions, “how might Jesus feel about it, and 
would Jesus still love me if I did it.” 
o Give them a few seconds to think about the answer in their head. 
o Ask the related question below each situation to prompt them to think further. 
o Ask if any kids would like to share their response or ideas. How did they come to that 
conclusion? 



o End each question by reading the answer, which always points back to the fact that Jesus 
loves them no matter what. 


Situations:  

How might Jesus feel about it, and would Jesus still love me if… 
o I cheat on a test.  
	 ▪ What if everyone else is cheating, so it’s not a big deal? 
o Answer: Yes! Jesus says cheating is wrong, but he still loves you. He wants you to make a 
better choice next time. He always gives you a second chance. 

 
o How might Jesus feel about it, and would Jesus still love me if… My brother or sister does 
everything better than me. 
	 ▪ What if I don’t feel like I’m good enough... Am I good enough for Jesus? 
o Answer: Yes! If you feel unloved or like you aren’t good enough, then I’m very sorry. That’s 
not what Jesus says about you. He says you are more than enough and that he loves you no 
matter what anyone else says or even how you feel about yourself.

  
o How might Jesus feel about it, and would Jesus still love me if… I don’t do well in school. 
	 ▪ What if I don’t pay attention or do any of my homework on purpose? I just don’t care 
about school. 
o Answer: Yes! Jesus loves you even when you make wrong choices. He always wants you to 
try your best to do what is right, but that doesn’t make him stop loving you.  

o How might Jesus feel about it, and would Jesus still love me if… I lose a soccer game. 
	 ▪ What if I say a bad word when I lose or get really angry?  
o Answer: Yes! It’s okay to feel sad or even angry, but it’s not okay to sin or take out your 
anger on others. But even when you do, Jesus still loves you. He always gives you another 
chance to make it right.  

o How might Jesus feel about it, and would Jesus still love me if… I tell a lie. 
	 ▪ What if I keep telling lies over and over again?  
o Answer: Yes! He loves you even when you sin. Even if you sin on purpose and know you are 
doing something wrong – he still loves you and wants you to choose to return to him and 
follow his plan.  

o How might Jesus feel about it, and would Jesus still love me if… I don’t choose to believe in 
him or ask him into my heart. 

	 ▪ What if you decide you don’t believe in Jesus?  
o Answer: Yes! Jesus loves everyone in the world, even the people who decide they never 
want to be in Jesus’ family. He will always hope that you return home to him. No matter what 
you believe about Jesus, he still loves you.  

Did you notice that the answer to every situation was “yes”? So, answer this question for me 
all together out loud... Will Jesus ever stop loving you? … “No!”  



OPTIONAL SALVATION PRAYER 
Our Big Idea for today says: Jesus is legendary because He loves everyone. Let’s say that 
together again, "Jesus is legendary because He loves everyone”. No matter what mistakes 
you might have made, or what age you are, or what questions you have about Jesus... if you 
are here right now, I want you to know that Jesus’ love is for you. You can choose to accept 
that love and choose to believe in him. Jesus is God’s son, and Jesus came to be our Saviour 
so our sins would be forgiven and so that we can be in God’s family. All you have to do is 
admit you’ve made some wrong choices, say you believe in Jesus, and commit to following 
God’s plan above your own - that’s when you get to experience the legendary love of Jesus. 
Some of you here have already made this choice, and others maybe have not. If you have not, 
and want to, you can do that today by talking to God right now. All you do is pray. And if 
you’re not sure how to pray, don’t worry. I’m going to guide us all in a prayer right now. Just 
say these words to Jesus and mean them in your heart. 


Dear God, I believe in your son, Jesus. I believe you sent him for me to save me from my sins. 
I have done things that are wrong and not your best for me – I’ve made the wrong choice 
sometimes. Please forgive me. I believe that Jesus died for my sins. I want Jesus to come into 
my life and be my Saviour. I want to follow him and obey him. I want him to be the Lord of my 
life. I want to be your friend and be in your family. Amen.


VERSE GAME: Discover the Verse!

You know what we have not done yet? We have not mentioned our Bible verse for this series! 
We are NOT going to just “tell” you what it is. Instead, we’re going to play a game so you can 
“discover” the verse for yourselves.


Directions:

• Divide students into two teams. Give each student a balloon. Do NOT blow up the balloon 

and tie it. (They can take the balloon home later.)

• Leader chooses a “start” line. Teams line up behind the start line, facing the wall.

• At the wall in front of each team, place a pile of verse cards.

• First student in each line blows up their balloon, using a pump if they wish. They pinch the 

openings closed so that the air doesn’t escape.

• When the leader says, “Go!”, the two students release their balloons. Only the person 

whose balloon lands closest to the wall may collect a verse card from the pile.

• Both students retrieve their balloons.

• The second student in each team now blows up their balloon and waits for the leader’s 

signal. Play continues until all the verse cards have been collected.

• Each team works as a group to put the cards together to make a Bible verse that makes 

sense to them.

• The team that makes the verse correctly first, wins the game.


Now that we know what the Bible verse is, let’s say it out loud together…If you take away just 
one thing today, I want you to remember this: Nothing you do will take away Jesus’ love. Just 
think about our Bible verse! It reminds us that the Lord is merciful – that means he forgives us 
when we mess up. He is compassionate – that means he cares about you. He is slow to get 
angry – that means he gives you second chances. And he is full of unfailing love – that means 



he will NEVER stop loving you. That’s what makes Jesus so legendary! He loves everyone, 
everywhere, no matter what.  

Before we go to prayer, let’s repeat our Bible verse out loud one more time:


“The Lord is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing 
love.” Psalm 145:8 

PRAYER:

• Wrap up your time together by praying, using the CALM prayer practice (refer to prayer 

practice card if needed).

• Ask the children if they have anything they’d like to celebrate & praise God for.... to ask 

Him for…to thank Him for

• Incorporate what the children said as you pray; or, ask if a child would like to say a 

sentence for the C, A, or L portion of the prayer. 

• For the M part, ask the children to meditate quietly on  on how much Jesus loves each 

of them. 


EXTRA ACTIVITIES: If there is time left over before the service ends, the curriculum 
contains these additional activities:  

• Lesson #1 Colouring Sheet 
• Lesson #1 Activity Sheet—Word Search 
• Lesson #1 Activity Sheet—Maze 
• Play the introductory “game” on the Kidzone Online video 
• Kids could also choose toys and activities from the bin


4:30-4:35pm: Dismissal and Checkout: 

5 minutes before the service ends: Make sure that all of the kids have all of their sheets, 
crafts, water bottles, jackets, etc., so that they are ready to go as soon as they are called. 
Open the classroom door and use the walkie-talkie so you can hear the Host team calling 
children’s names. Dismiss children down the hall toward the hosts.


