
 

 

 

 PARENT DEVOTION 
 LEGENDARY JESUS | LESSON 1  

THE FATHER’S LOVE 
  

“While he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to 

his son, embraced him, and kissed him.” – Luke 15:20 

 

THE PRODIGAL SON 
 

READ LUKE 15:11-32 

We all know that feeling when we’ve made a mistake and hurt someone in the process – maybe we 

made a careless comment to a friend or lost our temper with our kids. I’m sure we can also remember 

some of the “bigger” sins we’ve committed – the ones we prefer to keep to ourselves and try to bury the 

memory of. The shame of our sins – big or little, past or present – can haunt us and make us want to go 

into hiding from others and from God. Fortunately, Jesus told this parable as a reminder to us in times 

when we feel ashamed and unworthy of God’s love. 

 

The word prodigal means “wastefully extravagant, spending money or resources freely and recklessly.”  

The story is familiar: a son wants his inheritance early and ends up blowing it all quickly and wastefully. 

After living and eating among pigs for awhile, he finally gets up the nerve to go back to his father and 

beg for forgiveness and to live as a servant in the father’s house. But unexpectedly, the father is so 

overjoyed that his son has returned that he throws a party! He welcomes his son back, not as a servant 

but as a treasured family member. 

 

Though our sins and struggles can sometimes make us feel ashamed, this parable shows us that God’s 

love is bigger and wider and greater than any sin and shame. He does not hold our sins against us, and 

when we come to him honestly and humbly, he welcomes us with open arms. He might even throw a 

party! 

 
“The gospel is this: we are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the 

very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”  – Tim 

Keller 

 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT 
 

1. Has a sense of shame ever caused you to want to hide from others or from God? How did you deal 

with that? 

2. Which character do you most identify with in this parable? Why? 

3. Why do you think this story includes the detail that the father RAN to greet the son? How does that 

detail encourage you? 
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