


Ephesians 5:1-2

“Therefore be imitators of God, as 

beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for 

us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God.” 



Ephesians has two major sections.  



Chapters 1-3 presents gospel 

doctrine – Right thinking about God 

and self.



Chapters 4-6 presents gospel 

culture—right living before God and 

others. 



PAUL GIVES US TWO COMMANDS



Command #1: Be imitators of God



Ephesians 5:1

“Therefore be imitators of God...”



Command #2: Walk in love



Ephesians 5:2

“…And walk in love.”



1 Corinthians 13:4-8

“Love is patient and kind; love does not 

envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 

does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.”



1 Corinthians 13:4-8

”Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. Love 

never ends.” 



TWO REASONS FOR THESE 

TWO COMMANDS



Reason #1: We are beloved children



Ephesians 5:1

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children...”





Thomas Goodwin

All his speech in your hearts will be to 

advance me, and to greaten my worth 

and love unto you, and it will be his 

delight to do it. And he can come from 

heaven in an instant when he will, and



Thomas Goodwin

bring you fresh tidings of my mind, and tell 

you the thoughts I last had of you, even at 

that very minute when I am thinking of 

them…So that you shall have my heart as 

surely and as speedily as if I were with you.



Reason #2: Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us



Ephesians 5:2

“And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God.” 



The Bible says, “Greater love has no 

one than this, that someone lay 

down his life for his friends.” Jesus is 

not only the model. He’s the reason 

for all Christian love. 



That’s why Paul, when discussing 

right living, includes right thinking. 

Right living flows from right 

thinking. Christ’s death on the cross 

reconciled us to God. 



It’s the supreme act of love. And if 

we’re ever going to have a chance at 

walking in love, it’s going to be in 

response to God’s love.



John Stott

“What dominated his mind was not 

the living but the giving of his life.” 



Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina

“I imagine the main spring of all our 

actions is self-interest.” 



Gospel love is intentional. Gospel 
love walks at the pace of Jesus, 

imitating God with each step, no 
matter the circumstances. We must 
choose gospel love as Christ chose it. 

He trusted the Father’s plan, 
resolved to do the Father’s will, and 

did the Father’s work. 



Paul is not saying, “live this 

way or else.” He’s saying, “live 

this way because.” 



What if we took this call 

seriously, with no hold outs, and 

no limitations? What might God 

do in and through us?




