


Genesis 1:1
"In the beginning, God created the heavens and 

the earth." 



The first glimpse we get of God, he's 
doing what? He's working…God is a 

worker. 



Genesis 1:26
"Then God said, 'Let us make mankind or human 

in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 

rule over the fish in the see and the birds in the 

sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals”



Genesis 1:26
“and over all the creatures that move along the 

ground.'"



radah - "To rule or to reign or to have 
dominion." 



Genesis 1:27
“So God created mankind in his own image, in 

the image of God he created them, male and 

female he created them."



Genesis 1:28
"Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 

the birds in the sky, over every living creature 

that moves on the ground."



kabash - "to wrestle with the earth and 
ring profit from its hands." 



Genesis 2:15
"The Lord God took the man and put him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it." 



Creating Shalom (work) - creating a 
space for humans to flourish in God's 

presence, for His purposes.



WHY WERE HUMANS CREATED? 



Genesis 1:26
"Let us make mankind in our image so that they 

may rule." 



You were made to work. It's in your 
bones. It's in your DNA. 



THE FIRST BLESSING IN THE 
STORY IS WORK 



Work is the first blessing in the story. There are a 
whole bunch of blessings God lays out down 

through the story of the Scriptures, but the first 
one God blessed them and said, "Get to work, 

subdue, wrestle, rule, reign, work, take care of 
the garden. I made you to work.”

Work is a blessing, not a curse.



Genesis 3:17-19
“Because you listened to your wife, instead of me, 

and ate fruit from the tree about which I 

commanded you, you must not eat from it. 

Cursed is the ground because of you. Through 

painful toil you will eat food from it”



Genesis 3:17-19
“all the days of your life. It will produce thorns 

and thistles for you and you will eat the plants of 

the field, by the sweat of your brow you will eat 

your food, until you return to the ground. Since 

from it you were taken”



Genesis 3:17-19
“for dust you are and to dust you will return."



MADE FOR WORK



Ephesians 2:8-9
"For it is by grace you have been saved through 

faith. This is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God. Not by works so that no one can boast." 



Ephesians 2:10
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do.” 



The Climax of your salvation:  You are 
God's handiwork, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works which God set 
out in front of you way in advance for 

you to walk in.



Paul is saying: "Listen, Jesus saved you 
to put you back into right relationship 
with the Creator God, absolutely, and 
to put you back to work." And then he 
makes the stunning statement. There 
are good works "prepared in advance 

for us to do." 



GOOD WORKS



What are good works?



Gerry Breshears
"Work is the gracious expression of Yahweh's 

creative energy in service of others to create 

shalom."



John Stott 
"The expenditure of energy, manual or mental or 

both, in the service of others, which brings 

fulfillment to the worker, benefit to the 

community and glory to God." 



Dorothy Sayers 
"Work should in fact be thought of as a creative 

activity, undertaken for the love of the work itself. 

And that man made in God's image should 

make things as God makes them for the sake of 

doing well a thing that is well worth doing." 



Why should we engage in this 
"creative activity undertaken for 

the love of the work itself"? 
Because God works.



VOCATION



An occupation is what you do 
to make a living. It's your job, it's 

what you do to make ends 
meet. 



A vocation, on the other hand, is 
a calling from God. The word 

vocation comes from the Latin 
word vocare, which in Latin 

literally means "calling." 



A vocation/calling is work that 
fits you, helps others, and 

glorifies God. 



Your vocation transcends your job 
description. Vocation speaks to 

the “why” of your job. It speaks to 
the “how” of your job. It speaks to 

the “who” of your job.  



Colossians 3:23 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord, not for human masters.” 



Two lies that undermine your vocation 



Two lies that undermine your vocation 
• Lie #1 - That work is a means to an end 



The lie is you work to live. 
The truth is you live to work. 



Two lies that undermine your vocation 
• Lie #1 - That work is a means to an end 

• Lie #2 - The Sacred/secular divide 



To the Hebrew all of 
life is spiritual. 



If you were to ask Jesus, "How is 
your spiritual life?" I think he 

would look at you really confused. 



God wants to be involved in every minute of 
your day? What if God is with you not in the 

one percent we call spirituality but in the 100 
percent we call life? What if God is with you in 

the everyday, ordinary Monday moments 
when you're grocery shopping, when you're 

picking up the kids from school, 



when you're in the shower, when you're on a 
run, when you're going to bed at night, when 
you're watching TV, when you're washing the 

dishes, when you're putting your kids down for 
bed, etc.. 

What if God is with you there in those 
moments, and what if what you are doing 

matters? 




