


Mark 10:32-45

“They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with 

Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were 

astonished, while those who followed were 

afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told 

them what was going to happen to him. “We are



Mark 10:32-45

going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of 

Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and 

the teachers of the law. They will condemn him 

to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 

who will mock him and spit on him, flog him



Mark 10:32-45

and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” Then 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to 

him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for 

us whatever we ask.” “What do you want me to 

do for you?” he asked. They replied, “Let one of us
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sit at your right and the other at your left in your 

glory.” “You don’t know what you are 

asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink 

or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized 

with?” “We can,” they answered. Jesus said
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to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be 

baptized with the baptism I am baptized 

with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to 

grant. These places belong to those for whom 

they have been prepared.” When the ten heard
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about this, they became indignant with James 

and John. Jesus called them together and 

said, “You know that those who are regarded as 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

high officials exercise authority over them.
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Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 

great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For 

even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 

to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”



THE DISCIPLES ADVENTURE IN 
MISSING THE POINT 



Mark 10:32

"They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with 

Jesus leading the way." 



Mark 10:33

"We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of 

Man will be betrayed … condemn[ed] to death … 

mocked … killed." 



"We are going up to Jerusalem." 



James and John missing the point…



"We want you to do whatever we ask." In 

other words, "Jesus, we have this blank 

check—would you mind just signing your 

name right here so we can cash it in?" 



Jesus answers with a question: 

"What do you want me to do for you?" 



IT’S SCARY HOW SELF SERVING 
WE CAN BE 



Mark 10:42

"You know that those who are regarded as rulers 

of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise authority over them." 



Mark 10:43

"It's not so among you…." 



So how in the world can I go against the 

grain of my own flesh and the grain of this 

self-centered culture that I live in?



JESUS SERVES OUR NEEDS, 
ENABLING US TO SERVE OTHERS 



Mark 10:45

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 



It's impossible to follow Jesus, it's impossible 

to be freed from our sin and selfishness to 

pour out our lives for others, it's impossible 

to please God—unless Jesus first serves us. 



Jesus - "I came to serve you."



John 15:5

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 

remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 

fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing" 



BLESSED WITH FREEDOM 
FROM SELF 



This idea of Jesus ransoming us leads to this 

central truth: apart from Christ, we are all 

hostages. 



THE BLESSING OF HUMILITY 



Mark 10:38

"You have no idea what you're asking. Can you 

drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the 

baptism I am baptized with?" 



BLESSED TO SERVE 



Mark 10:43-44

“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 

become great among you must be your 

servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 

slave of all.” 




