


ACTS 1:15

In those days Peter stood among the believers 

and the group numbered about 120.



ACTS 2:41

Those who accepted His message were 

baptized and about 3,000 were added to their 

number that day.



ACTS 2:47

Praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people and the Lord added to their number 

daily those that were being saved.



ACTS 4:4

But many who heard the message believed and 

the number of men grew to be five thousand.



ACTS 5:14

Nevertheless, more and more men and women 

believed in the Lord and were added to their 

number.



ACTS 5:28

We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 

name, yet you have filled Jerusalem with your 

teaching.



ACTS 6:1

In those days the number of disciples was 

increasing [or multiplying]



ACTS 6:7

So the word of God spread, and the number of 

disciples increased in Jerusalem rapidly.



ACTS 21:20

When they heard this, they praised God and 

said to Paul, `You see brother, how many 

thousands of Jews have believed. 
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Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

•We’ve got a process



Forty-eight times in the book of Acts it says, 
“they prayed.”  



ACTS 4:31

After they prayed, the place they were meeting 

was shaken.



Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

•We’ve got a process

•We’ve got possessions/property



ACTS 4:32-37

All the believers were one in heart and one in 

mind [there’s unity again]. No one claimed any 

of that which was his possessions as his own, 

but they shared everything they had. With 

great power the apostles continued to testify of



ACTS 4:32-37

the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and grace 

was with them all.  There were no needy 

persons among them.” 
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Four results from their generosity

• Verse 32 says there was unity in the church.  

• Verse 33 says it was a powerful testimony to the 

community.  

• Verse 44 says there were no needy people. 

• Verse 45 says God’s blessing was present. God 

blesses the giving church. 



ACTS 2:45

Selling their possessions and goods they gave 

to anyone as they had a need.



Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

•We’ve got a process

•We’ve got possessions/property

•We’ve got unlimited potential



ACTS 6:1-4

“In those days the number of the disciples were 

increasing.  The Grecian Jews among them 

complained against those of the Aramaic 

speaking community because their widows 

were being overlooked in the daily distribution



ACTS 6:1-4

of food. So, the 12 gathered all the disciples 

together and said, ‘It wouldn’t be right for us to 

neglect the ministry of the word of God in order 

to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men 

among you who are known to be full of the



ACTS 6:1-4

Spirit and wisdom and we will turn this 

responsibility over to them and we will give our 

attention to prayer and ministry of the word.’ 



Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

•We’ve got a process

•We’ve got possessions/property

•We’ve got unlimited potential

•We’ve got purpose



Rick Warren

“A great commitment to the Great 

Commandment, and the Great Commission will 

cause us to become a great church!”



Matthew 22:37-38 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind 

(Worship). This is the first and greatest 

commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself. (Fellowship & 

Missions)’ 



Matthew 28:19-20 

...go and make disciples of all nations 

(Discipleship & Mission), baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit (Fellowship & Ministry), and 

teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you (Discipleship).
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Five Purposes

1. Worship

2. Discipleship

3. Fellowship

4. Ministry

5. Missions




