


WHAT THE FIRST CHURCH TEACHES THE BRIDGE

ABOUT GROWTH



ACTS 1:15

In those days Peter stood among the believers 

and the group numbered about 120.



ACTS 2:41

Those who accepted His message were 

baptized, and about 3,000 were added to their 

number that day.



ACTS 2:47

Praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 

people, and the Lord added to their number 

daily those that were being saved.



ACTS 4:4

But many who heard the message believed, 

and the number of men grew to be

five thousand.



ACTS 5:14

Nevertheless, more and more men and women 

believed in the Lord and were added to

their number.



ACTS 5:28

We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 

name, yet you have filled Jerusalem with

your teaching.



ACTS 6:1

In those days, the number of disciples was 

increasing (or multiplying).



ACTS 6:7

So the word of God spread, and the number of 

disciples increased in Jerusalem rapidly.



ACTS 21:20

When they heard this, they praised God and 

said to Paul, “You see brother, how many 

thousands of Jews have believed”.



LESSONS FOR THE BRIDGE
FROM THE FIRST CHURCH



Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

• We’ve got the power



ACTS 1:4

Don’t leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My 

Father promised which you’ve heard me speak 

about. John baptized with water, but in a few 

days, you’ll be baptized with the Holy Spirit.



ACTS 1:8

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you, and you will be my witnesses.



ROMANS 8:9

If any man has not the Spirit, he’s not even

a believer.



Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

• We’ve got the power

• We’ve got the people



ACTS 2:42-44

They devoted themselves to the apostle’s 

teaching, and to the fellowship and the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was 

filled with awe and many wondrous and 

miraculous signs were done by the apostles.



ACTS 2:42-44

All believers were together and had everything 

in common.



ACTS 2:47

The Lord added to their number daily.



Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

• We’ve got the power

• We’ve got the people

• We’ve got the program



ACTS 2:46-47

Every day they continued to meet together in 

the temple court, and they broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of 

all the people.



FOUR ADVANTAGES TO MEETING IN
GROUPS HOUSE TO HOUSE



Four advantages:

• It is infinitely expandable
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Four advantages:
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• It is good stewardship



Four advantages:

• It is infinitely expandable

• It is unlimited geographically

• It is good stewardship

• It promotes relationships



Lessons for the bridge
from the first church:

• We’ve got the power

• We’ve got the people

• We’ve got the program

• We’ve got perspective



ACTS 2:24

When they heard this they raised their voices 

together in prayer and said, “Sovereign Lord, 

You made heaven and earth, the sea and 

everything in it. You spoke by the Holy Spirit 

through the mouth of Your servant David. 



ACTS 2:24

Why did the nations rage and the people plot in 

vain? The kings of the earth take their stand, 

the rulers against the Lord and against the 

anointed one”.



MATTHEW 16:18

“I will build my church, and the gates of hell will 

not prevail against it.”




